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CHAP. I. 


A fea meUIng peart, which fome call tears*, 

She tendered; 

With them, upon her knees, her humble felf, 
Wriryimg her hands, whofe whitcncfs (o became them» 
As if but now they waxed pale for woe* 

SilAKbrlAX* 


Towards the clofe of a beautiful 

evening. In the autumn of 1^43, as 
Count Kenbiirgb, with, his friend Sigif- 
mund Mansfeldt, were petamix^ frc«a 
a ride' through ah raUeafive foreft near 
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Colditz, their attention was fuddenly 
ferj^cd by th<? appearance of a very 
youi^and lieautiful female figure, in 
viltble agitation, and at a (hort dif- 
tame. 


At the fame inflant, uttering an 
exclamation 01 furpnfc, they inftiuft- 
i\eh burned towaids the fpot j but, 
before they could addrefs the objeift 
that attraded them, (he, in the moft 
emphatic manner, intreated their pro- 
tedion. 


“ I am (added (he) the moft for¬ 
lorn, and unfortunate creature in ex- 
iflencel bereft of my only friend, and 
even ignorant where I now am, and 
whldao' my fteps carry me. I have 
travelled in this frightful wood’lince 
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eight o’clock in the morning; nud, 
though happily efcaijing danger, have 
been tortured by every terrific fear 
that can fliock tire imagination! my 
ftrength now fails; if you refufe me 
fuccour and protecUon, 1 mufi inevit¬ 
ably die.” 

“ Yoy may command our fcrvices, 
(eagerly interrupted Sigifmund,) fpcak 
but ytjiir wiflres: you.a[>j>ear linking 
with fatigue; allow me to jrlacc you 
on ray horfe, and I will conduct you 
to the place of your dcflination, how¬ 
ever diflant!” 

“ My caftle is fSarcc a league from 
hence, (cried Ifenburgh,) lei irs, for the 
prJ'ent, at any rale, haften thither.” 

Oh! let me Cdnjure you . to cmi- 

B 2 
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dudl me to Leipfic!” (replied the 
ftranger:) “ Impoffible ! (returned 
Ifcnburgli) Leipfic is above fix leagues 
from this place. It would be madncfs 
to attempt to reach it to night! Be 
affured you arc with thofe upon whofc 
honour you may rsly, and who will 
protedl you from all danger. Be ad- 
vifcd then, and accept the flielter of 
my caflle.” 

Further entreaty was unneceffary; 
the young ftranger had fallen, to 
appearance lifelcfs, upon the arm of 
Sigifmund, juft as Ifenburgh ceafed 
fpeaking. 

Mutually alarmed, they confulted 
for a few minutes in what manner 

C 

they ftiould a^t Ifenburgh ftrongly 
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urged haflening immediately to his 
caftle; but Sigifmimd trembled, left 
carrying her a league, in a ftate of 
infenfibility, might produce I'atal con- 
fequences; when Ifenburgh fortunately 
perceived a ftream at a very Ihort dif- 
tance, to which he inftantly hurried, 
and bringing fome water in his cap, 
plentifully fprinkled the face of the 
ftranger, who, in a ftiort time, gave 
figns of returning life,-which was joy¬ 
fully perceived by Ifenburgh and Si- 
gufinund; and, placing her upon the 
horfe of the latter, they haftily took 
the road to the caftle. 

Upon their arrival, Ifenburgh fum- 
moned the principal of his female do- 
hieltics, and, to their charge giving the 
yet half-fainting ftranger, repaired, with 
B 3 
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Sigil'nuiiid to tlio librar}', where the 
becnine the tb!e fubjciS of their dif- 
cowrl’c and wondor. 
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CHAP. II. 


———The ftlendfhips of the world are oit 
Confederacies in vice, or leagues of picafurc. 

addiiok* 


Count Ifenburgh was juft nineteen 
years old, of diftinguiflied birth, and 
lai^e fortune, perfeflly handfome, and 
genteel; and uncontrouled matter of his 
actions. 

l,eft an orphan in early infancy, and 
placed under the guardianftiip of a gen- 
B 4 
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tleman of extreme good nature, but 
moderate abilities, who, while he loved 
him as an engaging child, reverenced 
him as his fuperior. Young Ifenburgh 
grew daily more arrogant, prefuming, 
and felf-willed; and the good difpjrfi- 
tions with which nature had endowed 
him, were blaftcd by excelfive and per¬ 
petual indulgence. 


Yet, to a fuperficial obferver, {fen- 
burgh ftill was amiable and attradUye; 
perfedlly well educated as to exterior 
manners, and naturally good-tempered ; 
he was often agreeable ; Ibciety; nor 
had fortune’s favors and flattery fpoiled 
him beyond retrieval. 

But his temper was violent i _ and 
the fmallefl (hadow of contradjdion ex- 
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afperated him to the utmoft extreme of 
paffion. 

His acquaintance witn Sigifmiind 
commenced at Leipfic, where they had 
each received their education; and, 
though of very op}X)fite difpofitioiiK, a 
degree of intimacy had fucceeded. 

Mild, amiable and fmccre, Sigif- 
milhd attfa<?ied tiniverfal regard; his 
redfoh ■ was l)eyond his age, and he 
pbAfelTed very fuperior talents. 

Baron Mansfeldt, his father, though 
fond of his foH, of whom the moll 
carelefs parent might have been proud, 
not unfrequently treated him with 
a'ufteyty, and generally with cold- 
nefs. 

B 5 
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The Baronefs, (who was one of the 
inoft amiable of women,) though re¬ 
pining at this condu<f\, could not reverfe 
it: and, though idolizing Sigifmund 
with the extreme warmth of maternal 
affc<f\ion, was unable to procure him 
the indulgencies her ardent tenderhefs 
deli red. 

I'he Baron was penurious, though 
wealthy ; and to the friendfMp - of 
Ifeaburgb, Sigifmund was often iudeht- 
ed, for being extricated from miny 
embarralTments into wMeh he was in¬ 
volved through the pai^monious fpirit 
of his father. 

Attached both by nature and gra¬ 
titude to his mother, who hstd^ever 
performed, in the fuUeft extent, the 
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important duties of that charafler; Si- 
gifmund -was chiefly at the cattle where 
flie relided, and it was merely to oblige 
Ifenburgh that he had confented to 
pafs the (hooting feafon with him at 
his etlate near Colditz, where they had 
only arrived three days when the ad¬ 
venture occurred mentioned in the lafl 
chapter. 
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CHAP. III. 


The doom of op’mng flowers, tmfuUied besuty, 
Softnefs, and Iweeccft innoceifce (he wears, ,, 

And looks like nature in the world’s &i& fprin;. 

»W*. 




The following morning Ifenburgh 
had the pleafure to hear frcHn his fer- 
vants, that the ftranger feemed infi¬ 
nitely more compofedj and had fent 
a requeft, to fee both himfeif and. Si- 
gilmund, for a few minutes. 
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Both gentlemen eagerly obeyed the 
fummons, and haftenecl to the apart¬ 
ment in which was the'lady, whom, 
if they had thought beautiful the pre¬ 
ceding evening, when overpowered with 
terror and fatigue, they now thought 
angelic! 

She appeared fcarce fifteen, flender, 
and elegantly formed; and the har- 
m(»»y of. her features, and inimitably 
turned cotmtenance, were rendered yet 
more fafeinating by the uncommon 
brilliancy ,of her complexion. 

Her dark drown hair, which was re¬ 
dundantly luxuriant, was braided round 
her head in the Grecian manner: hei 
drefs, was a loofe drapery of white 
mudin ; and from a gold chain that 
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hung round her neck, was fufpended 
a large enamelled heart, ricHly fet 
round with diamonds. 

Upon the entrance of Ifenbiirgh 
and Sigifmund, Ihe role hailily from 
her feat, and advancing towards them; 
energetically exclaimed: 

“ My generous preferwsvl" ia wbat 
words can I exprels my gratitude atid 
thanks! from what immineHt perils 
have you faved me! —oh, gracious 
heaven ! I yet Ihudder at the dangers I 
have efcaped! language is too w^fc; 
and my heart too full, to allow me 
fpecch to exprefs my feeling} but, 
may that fame Power which, in pity 
to my diftrefs, font you to my *id, 
Ihower eternal bleffings upon you!” 



THE FOREST* 


15 


“ You value the trifling fcr\ icc 
we were fo happy as to fhew you too 
highly, (replied Ifenburgh ) To ha\e 
relieved your diftrefs, I lhall ever con- 
fider as the moft valued moment of 
iny exiftence! May I flatter myfelf, 
that, in future, you will condefiend 
to look upon me as your moft zealous 
friend; and, happily one, who has tlic 
ability, as well as the will, to fcr\’e jou." 

“ Alas, (anfwered the lady, burfting 
into tears,) it is impoffible for any 
mortal to befriend me! my forrows 
cannot be alleviated!” 

Might we but afle to be made 
acquainted with thofe alflitflions, (cried 
Sigifimund,) we might be ^le, at any 
rate, to foften theta.” 
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“ I ought not to have any referves 
with fuch generous friends asl have found 
you, gentlemen; (returned the lady,) 
nor is it necefl’ary. My name is Eftella, 
but who, and what my parents are, 
I am totally- ignorant. As long as I 
can lecolletfl, I have lived in a fraall 
cottage, fituated in a very retired part 
of the forcft in which you fouhd me, 
and concealed from common ohfdfVa- 
tion by thick and lofty trees. 

“ Madame Veldcrttz, the only perlbn 
who lived with me, called herfelf wif 
governefs; and, to my frequent en¬ 
quiries of who I was, and if I might 
ever hope to fee my parents? always 
replied, that the was bound by the 
moft folemn oaths, never to divulge 
the fecret; but that, the day would. 
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perhaps, arrive, when I (hould know 
my family hiftory; and that, in tlie 
mean time, I muft attend unceaiingly 
to the inltrudiions (he beflow'ed, as if 
the time fhonld ever come that I ihould 
be introduced into the world, it would 
be neceffary that I ihould be accom- 
plilhed and well-informed; and if I 
remained in foUtude, my acquirements 
would be a never-failing refource againli 
wearinels. 

, “ To the extent of my abilities, I 
profited by ber inftrudlions; and the 
cuftora of learning grew habitually fo 
plcafing to me,, that though we gene¬ 
rally rofe at fix o’clock, mufic, draw¬ 
ing, reading and needle-work, (occa- 
fional^y diverfifying the time with 
walks near to our little dwelling,) fo 




FUGITIVE OF 


1)^ 


engroffed rae, that the day gene¬ 
rally teemed too thort for our avo¬ 
cations. 

“ Madame Veldentz, who was an 
excellent manager, contrived, by keep¬ 
ing ]x>ultry, and cultivating our, littte 
garden, to have fo few wants, that 
there was feldom occafion for her 
viliting Colditz; bat fometimcs that 
ftep wa.s neceffary, and her .ctrftem 
was then to go with the- firft dawn of 
morning, and leave me in our cottage, 
which the carefully locked and pad¬ 
locked. Often did I fruitlefsiy urge 
her to permit me to accompany her. 
She was always deaf to my intraati^ 
till about two months ago, when I 
attained toy fifteenth year; then,,over¬ 
powered by my repeated felicitations, 
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(he confented that I fhoyld attend her 
the following morning. What was my 
delight at obtaining this permiffion! 
I had never feeji any habitation but 
our own, nor any human being but 
Madame Veldentz, (a few working 
people oxcepted, who I but rarely had 
feen in the foreft;) but I had read 
wonderful accounts of towns, cities, 
and mankind in general i and m; heart 
fluttered with expeaation and delight 
at the wonders I fhould behold! 

“ Madame Veldentz, even when the 
morhing arrived, feemed reluctant that 
I fhould Company her; but my in¬ 
treaties were too powerful for her good¬ 
nature to withftand; and enveloping 
me in. a thick veil, we left our cottage, 
and took the road to Colditz. 
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“ We had fcarcc proceeded half a 
league, when a man, wrapped up in a 
large great coat, fuddenly Gvertook us; 
and, making a full flop, earncflly fur- 
•veyed us. The countenance of Ma¬ 
dame Vcldentz fuddenly became over¬ 
clouded, but whifpering to me to keep 
my veil carefully over my face, we 
continued to walk'on a few hundred 
yards, when my governefs, protefting 
flie was feized with a violent cramp, 
inlifted upon returning; and, though 
mortified at my difappointment, I could 
no longer oppofe her refolution. 

“ Upon our arrival at our cottage, 
Madame Veldentz feeraed gloomy and 
unhappy; and when I exprefled my 
chagrin at the failure of my wilhes 
m the morning, pettilhly chid me; 
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and, upon Iny adding, that I hoficd 
the next time flie,vififed Colditz, 1 
ihould be more fortunate, (he hardily 
declared, no perfuafions (hould again 
Induce her to allow me to bear her 
company. 

“ Though vexed at this declaration. 
I did not dare repine; but flattered 
xnyfclf time might relax what I thought 
the feverity of my governefs. 

“ A few mornings* after this adven¬ 
ture, .whilft walking in our little gar¬ 
den alone, I perceived, at a very 
(hort diflance, the fame man who had 
met us in the foreft. 

“ Alarmed at his appearance, though 

» 

from what caufe, I could not aflign. 
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I hurried in doors, and halteniug to 
Madame Veldentz, informed her of 
his appearance. 

“ Madame Veldentz turned pale .at 
my information, and feemed for feme 
minutes deliberatitig how to ad; then 
ti-irning to me, (lie faid fternly ; 

“ Eitella, it is necefiFai’y I thould 
Ipcak with this perfon wl«i has thus 
alarmed you; Ixit obferVe, itmain in 
this chamber (ill my return. 

“ So faying, die haflily quitted me; 
and I heard her, after clofing the ciiMin 
carefully lock it. 

“ Surprifed at a condud for which 
I could by no means account, 'I ran 
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eagerly to the window, hoping IVoin 
thence to be able to oblcrve her con- 
dud to the flrangcr. 

“ I was not difappointed; I law 
Madame Vcldcntz walk britkiy fo (he 
fpot where flood the unknown, who, 
upon feeing her, haflcned indantly to¬ 
wards her: he feized her hand; flie 
did not remove it, and their converfu- 
tion feemed equally interefting. 

“ At,length they fat down upon the 
body of a tree that lay upon the ground 
adjacent; and, for above three hours, 

feemed abforbed in an interefting con- 
verfation. 

“ At lafl they arofe, and, feeming to 
bid eafth other farewell, the ^unknown 
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immerged deeper into the wood, and Ma- 
dame Veldenft returned to our cottage. 

“ During that whole day, Ihe feemed 
full of refledlion, and to my repeated 
interrogations, refpeding the ftrange 
gentleman, replied, that the time 
would come when I Ihould know every 
thing, but that for the prefent I mull 
forbear curiofity. 

“ Jud as I had taken leave of her for 
the night, and was preparing to go to 
bed, flie. fuddenly informed me, lire 
mull vifit Colditz on the next day, but 
forbade me, on pain of her difplea- 
fure, to alk to accompany her. 

“ I obeyed, though reludantly, and 
went to bed; but fleep was a tfranger 
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to my eye lids; the niyflerioiis conduct 
my govcriicis, the* uii;icr()unt;il)lc 
;i|)|)carance of the Aranger, altogether 
bewildered my idc'a.s and I })niled the 
v. iiolo night in a A a of wonder and 
douljt, and arofe in the morning, 
witli even iuercal'ed alarm and apjire- 
hention. 

“ In fpite of my endeavours to com[i!Oi 
the notion, I could not jKTfa.rde b 
but that Madame Veldentz wa- ... 
to quit me for et er; and th;; idfa vei 
fo fixed UfKin me, that ) actualf 
acquainted her with mv luff: ion-;, a;id 
clinging. to lier, as the iof( t.) depur:, 
hefought her for pity’s faLe nut 1 > 
abandon me ! 


vcTi.. I.— 
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“ Madnme Veldent^ feemed really 
fhocked at my concern ; yet, half chiding, 
half foothing, in fome jiart relieved iny 
tears, and endeavoured to convince me 
of 1 heir fallacy. 

“ Blit when at the expiration of half 
an hour (he arofe, to depart, ray terrors 
returned with additional violence, nor 
could I be pacified, till the faithfully 
promifed to relinquiih the idea of vifit- 
ing Colditz that day, 

“ Satisfied at having obtained this 
promife, I commenced my cuftoraary 
employments, and when, night came, 
tcaderly carrefied Madame Veldentz, 
thanked her for having humoured my 
weaknefs, and jiromifed, never again 
to a<5t fo unrcafonably. 
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“ Indeed, in that very (hort fpace of 
time, nly fears liad lulled to red, and I 
blulaed at having for a moment indulged 
tliem. 

“ My governefs feemed much afl'eded 
by my behaviour; her tears flowed, and 
her agitation was exceflivc. 

“ At laft, after bidding me a tender 
adieu, and making me fwallow a cordial, 
which file faid would be ferviceable, 
flie retired. 

“ The following morning I flept longer 
than ufual, in confequence, I imagined, 
of the medicine I had taken the preced¬ 
ing night. 

c 2 
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“ I role and hadened to the room 
wlicrc we ufually breakfafted, in full 
exjiedalion of feeing Madame Veldentz, 
blit the room feemed defolate ami 
forfakeii; I again returned up flairs, 
ami called upon the name of my 
governefs repeatedly, but was flill un- 
llieecfsful. Half frightened, I haflened 
to the^garden door, thinking it might 
be probable fhe was walking in the 
garden ; alas, my fears then increafed 
to an alarming degree ; I perceived the 
key removed, and that the door was 
tall locked from the out fide! 

“ Convinced that Madame Veldentz 
had put her feheme in .execution of 
i;oing to Colditz, all my fuccceding 
fears ruftied into my imagination, I 
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rc(iirne(i to the parloin- (joitc' (lifcoofiv 
lafc, till i)y chance a ktter diicckil for 
me, in the hand of my co. criiei's i .uicl.t 
my attention ; I I'elzcd it cn^cr!; , a.m; 
this was tin; diftrefliug epiftlc.” 

So faying, Eflella put- a final) note 
into Sigifnmnd’s hand, who read as 
follows: 


“ TO ESTELLA. 

“ Peculiar circumftances conftrain 
me to aiSl in a manner infiipportably 
diftrefling to my feelings! my dear 
Eftelia, I muft leave youyou hut too 
prophetically divined my defire for 
vifiting Colditz this day! yes, my 
•child, we muft for the prefent feparalc ; 
but I do not leave you friendlefs. 
c 3 
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“ I liave arranged a feheme for 
your future life, wliich I hope will be 
productive of eale and comfort. 

“ 7'he Abbefs of the Convent of St. 
Clare, is my relation ; I have written 
to her this day concerning yon ; fhe 
will fetch you from heftce tomorrow 
morninpl may the arrive in time to 
deliver you this letter and teach you 
refignation to its contents I 


“Ills not now in my power to unravel 
the myftery of your birth, or difcloie 
the reatbns of 'my fudden defertion! 

“ Never omit t6 wear your heart and 
chain ; refpp6t, and love the Abbefe of 
St. Clare, and entkavour to conciliate 
her affeiflkHi j the is already difpoied to 
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love you, and the unalterable fwectncls 
of dif[iolition you poflefs, will foon 
ripen that inclination into a real 
friendfliip ! 

“ And now farewell, deareft Edella ! 
i muft not attempt to defcribe my 
feelings at this cruel neceflity of leaving 
you ; you know my tenderisefs and 
affediion, and muft believe the ftep 
deeply lacerates my bolbm ; and that 
the effort proceeds from untainted 

by caprice! I dare not truft mylclf with 
another interview, 

“ May' Heaven preferve you ! 

“ Agatha Velden tz.” 

Judge- what were ray fenfation^ 
after perufing that cruel billet! (cried 
Eftella, as Sigifraund ceafed reading) 
c 4 
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my tears and lamentations, tliotigh 
confcioiis they were unavailing, were 
unccafing! till at length the idea ftruck 
me, that by haflening to Leipfic, I might 
yet be able to overtake Madame 
Veldentz, and by intreaty prev^iil bpon 
her not to abandon- me. The thought 
of being placed at the Convent of St. 
Clare wSfs infiipportable ; and I deter¬ 
mined at all hazards to efcape front 
our little dwelling, that the Abbefs, 
who I fuppol’ed would very Ihortly 
arrive, might find her journey fruit- 
lefs. 


“ The apprehenfion that I ihould 
fearce have fufficient time to '-effefl tfly 
fcheme, accelerated my motions, and 
by the help of table cloths fixed to the 
window, I efcaped; and immeVging 
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into the foreft, eagerly fought the road 
to Leipfic; but alas, ignorant of the 
different paths, I feeined every minute 
further from the fpot I fought; and 
tired and fatigued with being fo many 
hours walking, without taking the lead 
fuftenance, I thoald 'certainly have 
died with fatigue, had • not your 
generous kindnefs, gentlemen, relieved 
me!” 

When Eftella ceafed fpeaking, both 
Ifenburgh and Sigifmund made her 
many acknowledgments for the con¬ 
fidence (he had thewn them, and re- 
oeated their.offers of fervice. 

Eftella thanked them with the 
greateft fiveetnefs, but faid flie had 
already been fufficiently troublefome; 
c 5 
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that her only wifh was to find Madame 
Veldentz, and1:hat by going to Leipfic 
the did not doubt but that fhe (hould 
obtain her defire, as the could not but 
imagine her governel’s would remain 

there, till Ihe Ihould h^ar whether 

* 

the Abbefs of St. Clare.had conveyed 
her to the’ Convent. 

“ Surely (cried Sigifipund) you 
cannot ferioufly wifh to embark again 
in thofe troubles from which you fo 
feverely fuffered yefterday! Pardon 
me, but though the condudl of Madame 
Veldentz is myfterious, yet it is very 
difcernablc, that Ihe, from reflection, 
abandons you ; and that, confequently, 
(he will take every ftep to avoid you; 
indeed it is mofl probable fhe has quitted 
this part of the country." 
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“ Alas, (cried Eftella) I muft not 
remain here.” 

“ Why not? (interrupted Ifenlnngh 
eagerly), you are with tbofe who, to the 
laft moment of exiftence, will protect 
you; and in a fpot where your fmalleft 
withes thall be laws. Deign, then, 
charming Eflella, to remain in a 
caftle wheye you are fovercign, and 
relinqulth the chimerical notion of 
feekirig a woman, who onuft be un¬ 
worthy of your tendernefs, tince the 
can refolve to abandon you.” 

EfteHa feemed much averfe to this 
arran^sment: Ifenburgh made ufe of 
every argument to perfuade her, and 
Sigifraund alfo pleaded powerfully; 
yet tfieir arguments were of no avail; 
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and, though contrary to the opinion 
and wifhcs of. both the gentlemen, 
they were obliged to coincide witli 
her intention of going to Leiplic the 
followii^ day, flipulating, however, 
that they fhould be permitted to ac¬ 
company her. 

Shortly after this point was fettled, 
Eftclla complained of a violent pain in 
her head, and feeming defirous of being 
left alone, Ifenburgh and Sigifmund 
withdrew. 
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CHAP. IV. 


- ■■■ " .. In one (holt hour 

Alreac^ am I gone an age of ^ajtcn ! 


0trDEN. 




Upon quittuig the apartment of 
Eftella, Ifenbui^h and Sigifmund re¬ 
paired* to the garden, and for fome 
time they each feemed plunged in 
thou*ght.^ 




FUGITIVE 


3fi 


At Ingth Ifenburgh, breaking fi- 
lence, exclaimed : 

“ I never cottld have fuppofed 
fiich a young creature as Eftelia could 
have been fo inflexible! with what 
firmnefs flic refifted our joint elidea- 
vours to perfuade her to '-frnaJn here!” 

“ She has, doubtlefs, received a 
good education from that myfterious 
r/adame Veldentz, (returned Sigit- 
mund,) (he feems fo well acquainted 
with the rules of propriety.” 

“ She is the nioft angelic creature 
I ever beheld, (anfwered Ifenburgh;) 
but Madame Ve]dea,tz might • have 
employed herfelf more to; the purpofe 
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than in filling Ixer little head with 
prudiih notions.” 

“ She is truly fafcinating, (replicil 
Sigifmund,) and I think that fear of 
deviating from propriety renders her 
yet more fo; (for xj/hat female can 
be amiable who is not governed by 
thofe didlates!) I muft confefs, that 
the condiKfl of Efiella, in determining, 
at all hazards, to feek her governefs, 
interefis mfe more forcibly than ever 
in her behalf." 

Ifenburgh turned his head on one 
fide to conceal a fatp'ical fmile which 
efcaped him at tte lafl words of Sigif- 
maod, and the converfation took a 
different tiirn. 
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Shortly after they had dined, Ifen- 
burgh, with Sig^ifmund, propofed again 
vifiting Eftella, when a fervant entered 
to fay, that the young lady was alarm¬ 
ingly indifpoled. Shocked at this in¬ 
telligence, they inflantly hurried to her 
chamber, and found her reclining upon 
a fofa, with every fymptom of a high 
fever. 

Ifenburgh inftantly difjjatchcd a 
domeftic for medical advice, ami en¬ 
forced particular orders to his female 
fervants to fhew every afliftance to 
the invalid, who was foon after put 
to bed, and Siglfmund and Ifenburgh 
remained in an adjacent room, eagerly 
e.vpe(5ting the apothecary, who, upon 
arriving, and feeing Eftella, pronounced 
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her illuefs to proceed from over fa¬ 
tigue, and ordered hef to be kept 
quiet. 

Durio" fome days, Eftella conti¬ 
nued ferioutly ill; but a natural good 
conftilution, aided by the ai'liduous 
attention the received, at the exj)ira¬ 
tion of a fortnight, enabled her to 
quit lier apartment; and, w^ith re¬ 
turning health, her beauty feeraed 
increafed even to additional loveli- 
nefs. 

No fooner did health return to 
Eftella, than Are again expreffed her 
hope of finding Madame Veldentz; 
aftd, with many expreflions of grati¬ 
tude for the favours flte had received, 
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fignified her intention of quitting the 
caftle, and repairing'to Leipfic. 

Ifenburgh, (who already began to 
feel for Eftella, what he denominated 
a violent paffion), ftrongly oppofed this 
intention ; ■ and, finding all his argu¬ 
ments ineffedtualj called upon Sigifmund 
to fecond his intreaties. 

Sigifmund, however, to his furjwize 
and vexation, profefled his opinion, 
in many refpaas* to concur with 
Efiella’s; and propofed, that, at any 
rate, the ihould remain at the convent 
of St. Clare, while enqniries were 
made after Madamo "Veldentz. 

In vain -IfehlMirgh remind 
Eftella of the repugnance* the had 
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expreffed, when reciting her hiftory, 
to the idea of refidiug in St. Clare 
convent, and that it was to avoid that 
flie fled! Eftelia was immovable; and 
it was at laft agreed, that Sigil’niiiiKl 
ihould carry a letter from her that 
night to the abbefs, informing her 
what had h3p[jened fince the depar¬ 
ture of Madame Veldeiitz, and in¬ 
treating to be received into the con¬ 
vent. 

Sigifmuod, therefore, ihortly after¬ 
wards, rode to the convent of St. 

and delivered _ Eftella’s letter 
to the lady abbefs; but what was 
his furprize and vexation, to find her 
refolntely bent upon denying admit¬ 
tance poor Eflella. 
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'I’he flory oi' her illncfs fhe treated 
as a fahle, invented to- endeayolir to 
palliate her fault, in liEmaining fo 
long in the manfion of a young and 
gay man; and enumeratihg the mif- 
chiefs and injury it would do to the 
convent, to introduce a-young perfon, 
whofo chara(5ler, at bed, was equivocal, 
Ihc pofitively refufed even to fee the 
objedl of her difpieafute. 

To the enquiries of Sigifmund 

after Madame Veldentz, ihe declared 

■* 

her total ignorance concerning the mo¬ 
tives of her flight, and refiifed to fatisfy 
h'is curiofitf in any particular whatever. 

Finding alj attempts to perfuade 
the abbefs to admit. EdeUa into tile 
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convent inetfedliial, Sigifmiiml wiih- 
drew, and returned tS tbe caflle of 
Ifenburgh, much chagrined at the fail¬ 
ure of his embafly. 

Upon enquiring for Ifcnlnn-gli, Si- 
gifmund learned that a party of g<-n- 
t-Iemen bad called, and that Le had 
gone'with them riding: not lorry iliat 
he had an opportunity to couverfe 
with Ehella alone, he hafliiy flew to 
her aTKirtment, and found her nioil 
eagerly expeding him. 

Though - it was with the utinotl 
caution he acquainted her with the 
abbefs’s refolution not to receive her, 
and omitted the reflexion the had 
thrown upon her for becoming a 
gjtcft in Ifenburgh's cattle, Eflella was 
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overwhelmed with grief at the infor¬ 
mation. Sigifnsund had felt a growing 
affcdtioii for Eftella even from the 
fiifl: moment he had beheld her; and 
the fight of her diftrefs increafed his 
lovo with his commiferation. Unable 
to reprefs his feelings, he avowed 
the affedtion with which (he had 
infpired him; and the manner in 
which (he heard his declaration, con- 
\ inced him he was not difagreeable. 
Their converfation became interefting; 
Eflella expreffed a hope that he would 
advife her how to a<5t; at the fame 
time faying, it was impoiT^le for her 
to remain at Ifenburgh’s caftle. 

Sigifmund heard that declaration 
with rapture; and, aduated more by 
love than diferetion, entreated Eftella 
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to accept his hand, and, by that means, 
give , him a natural right to proted 
her. 

Eft'ella heard this offer witii much 
confufion, intermingled with gratitude. 
At length, recovering from her ein- 
barrafsment, fhe laid, “ fne was con¬ 
fident his family would never content 
to his efpoufing a poor friendlefs girl, 
deftitute in every refped as tlic was; 
and that honour w*uld not permit her 
to take advantage of the • partiality 
witli which he honoured her, to his 
own detrimeht.” 

Though the mention of his family 
reminded Sigifmund of tho- auflerity 
of Iris father, and of the little proba¬ 
bility "that he would ever con fen t to 
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life union Eftfella; he yet con¬ 

tinued to urge his requeft, when the 
fudden entrance of Iti^nburgh broke ofl 
their dilcourfe. 

Ifetibuiih appear^ gloomy and dif- 
contented : Sigifmiaod felt chagrined at 
his fudden intmfton i and Eftella feem- 
td ioll in refledMon. I'he converfa- 

j 

tion was therefore fpiritleft/ and ill 
fupported on all fides; and, as foon 
as fhe jx>hibly could, Eftella withdrew 
fur the night. After ftie had quitted 
the apaitment, Sigifmiind related to 
Ifenburgh the converfet|on he had wth 
the abbefs of St. Cla^t 

Ifenburgh liftened to the paiticalaiv 

with avidity, and it was evidefit. to 
• « 

Sigifmund, that the refufal of the 
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to receive Eftella into tl» con¬ 
vent, gave him - inwauti titisfatflioa. 
From many things that fell from Ifen- 
burgh dtiring their couverfaimp, it was 
very apparent that he was in love 
vvith Eltelk. Sigiftnuad had fufpeded 
it to be the cafe ftwrtly after Ihe had 
been brought .to the callle j but Ifen- 
burgh’s manner -that night rendered 
the niatter not to be doubted. 

Anxious to form a plan* which might 
enable him to convey Efteila from 
the caftle with all poflible difpatch, 
Sigifmcmd pa^ed the whole night, after 
retiring to his in traverfing 

the «?om, and deafing new fchenies in 
his imagination. To propofe to marry 
her*opcnly, was what he did not dare 
to do, * being wholly dependant upon 
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his father, (of whom he flood in great 
fear,) and Icarce' twenty years old- 
At length he refolved to fend a note 
to Eftella early in the morning, requeft- 
ing Ibe would meet him for half an 
hour'tn the pafk, that he might havh 
an opportunity of finjfhihg the conyer- 
fation which Ifenburgh hadjfeterrufjtcd 
the preceding evhirftt^' 
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€HA.r. V. 


Ifyauthinklna too waa, 

VS frown and be pervfrfrt and ffy due nay, 

So thou wfit yroos but eUe, not for tbe world. 

Intzadi, fidr Sicifinund, 1 am too fond t 
And thetcfon dtou inayeA think my bdiavtour 
Bm truft me, tentleman, TU prove more true 
Thu tbofe tiiat hayeamre cmitdng to be ftrange. 

aiiatisri.e. 




Upon rcceiv8^jf**^igifmund*s billet, 
EOdla was greatly divided how to a6t, 
hoi* in^ioatkiD ftrongly prompted her 
D 2 
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to xne6t him in the park, according to 
his requeft, but ” the ^ appjsehenfion 
that by fq doing flie mi^t reader 
herfelf to codWe, }£txtgg/emi her 
determination. 

She already « gtowin^ attach- 
ikent to Sigibnupd and hit' uncQftqtiei^ 
able diflike to I^iE^tkgh, hotwith- 
ftanding‘tlwi tikrked' attqailim' and 
(inboui^Mled oom^aikiien lstrer> 


Yet thou^ ftie' never 

form a clandeihiie wahm<^wifh 
munch the yet the fqoft 

tigorom cou|d%qt 

for eodeavourhig :tGriiNkre/ ti«5 ’#h^idr 
ftiip of A^ywmgf 
amialUe, m her linflem«i£hiin^>» 
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Tbi? tatter gaiaing fimigtU 

Upon ' Ijer mint}, (h© - '^ertrnmioed to 
meet Mm, and. fMtly* quittii^ her 
cbambeiv the with treiaWiag fteps 
• entered the park. 

If was* ftjawself eight o’clock in the 
morning. Ifenbtrigh, who never break- 
faded till a’kte' ^ur, was not rifen; 
but Si^tBuhd fawd been in the park 
ibr 3eoniidembie ' tisEie^ t and had 
.nearly relinquiftied the hopes of feeing 
I^elia, 'vHhen fhe appeared walking 
down iiie> avenue that led dwi the 
hodfe. t He eaj^ly fprang towards 
{ier,<J ^d-'ekpreffed, in the liveiieft 
vapIQre'at beholding 

file nonterred in 
aMirdi9g'''lihn^'an: opfxifMitity , of' dif- 
couffing with her alone; and renewed 
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the ar^Bieats he' had itiiiiie life of 
:yie preoe^g*eveiting, to imhit^ heir 
to quk the.icoftle* of Ifenburghj and 
teceive his faith at the aitar. 

Efiella,'' thtatgh ftier'l^ould- hot at¬ 
tempt to' concteil' the fip^i^ijce fhe 
entertained Ito' hite; 
fafsfd her aflrnt to his 

» Onr ao^aintohc^ Ih^ b@0n m 
(hort, (added to* he 

enabled to > judge^'^I^^^Jf ^ di^odfiifc 
and charadier fufficiefitiy to nfcertam 
if 1 am taicidh^la^^n l^h'npfty, 
even iri'Si^ ^pmm Wh 

yen to hirth' 4n€ 

the^th^ trf ^3^*l®BP®%iidf*Jlhdl 
rank in fociety, I conld fti^® advaa- 
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tage ©f jjrour gc)a^r©fity jujd, afi^on, 
t<^:i«^K;e'fQU to ibcm ah aflance with 
one is, oiofl pi^babiy* much be¬ 
neath you?” 

“ Obt' heaven’s fake, my 

deareA (iptemij^ed Sigifmund,) 

can ym fm^xifia mb ib for(hd and mean 
as to re^indf A^h triSii^ ceii&iera- 
tjons ? I>o moreJuftice to my affe€lion, 
and',ba ;ajPi|re(^%3t oo dreumilances 
could pbange^at regard which is fixed 
jGately y«n^". 


"; Ah,, (died E&dJ%) though fi«h 
4Qjiy Ipb, g^ermw feotiments, yet 
lemembp' saeents and .friends, 

y«*^ h» form a 

hUlK^ 



< “'Tis troe,*(an«if^ed‘S^fcna,) 

I have nt>f' liitieh'hope dlUt i^pf||ibi^r 
Wbiild it ttmfenl to our iipiW; 

but, would you but igree <o a private 
marriage, my mother, (who is one of 
the moft ^tbiable wodfen Iff eiiftence) 
fbould be entratted %ith^^ret, 
and, throu^ her "'MtSffedlBba, 
father would, i» a 
not, be induced-bb 
not be' tihdifne:** 


« .Indeed, Sigifmdlldf Cr^Ke^Tfili^ 
tcihi,) I would not, ’ j^h ady’ ct^- 
fideratfcm^ ‘ be' 'yt^^ fesM- 

mittidg 

PiM ^ M* 
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ooHfider 

allow 

„i>efpea|s. . ^^dthip and 
«|H>n apotj^ lilgea: I a^ll 
n,ot be happy^ till I^ hj^ve quitted this 
,>^. ™y ‘tndilceetipn I 
t||B -i«trodiiai<Mj of Ma- 


^ convent of 
-‘you ; to en- 
S®« a fituatiott in 
any.-otfcer> tJeairveut-that., ii at^aeent. 
1 haVe- jf''^ro*%.'-fiMi> .of money, (con- 
rattle-iileea purfe 
frnin ^cr j^l^,) which, I conclude 


Ia. ni^.|3ocket 
,!9^#^j»ecediflg 
tlim>l l»3f>c 
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“ wiU go rtife 

to the 9 w»w»f St^ * 0 ^ i 

SigifiDtm4 cagt^ljFf) jP 

was edufeatcd there ( and, 
abbefs is perfoaally acquainted with 
me, I tWnk„it mqil, 

I ftiali there 

you the fituation yoi%d5^: 
when yea aWl be %»§d apeeably 
to your Wilhes, 1 
permit, ma^e |y«*r 


my mother, I am 


n to 


j\rj 



•vjrin be 


moft happy to al^ ym |m>te^on-’* 


*‘ My g^erosuaJdMa^ (etted 
tella,} ,to be ilMit)ieiv 

and to gain h<^ to 

me, b^hia|ipiiJ«C^,,JI^^ 
weak ipteafpwft!” 



THBuiWiltWm 




I"* Alia liepfe, (added Si- 

will authorize the 
ihhtMieht# that 1 ^hatre vedtured to 

deciareT 


'Eltdh’hfaihcid, and looked tifsidiy 
upon IS^Uhu^d r die faid nothing, 
bui“‘hcr filei^ was expreifive; and 


Siglfmond; wnuA W preflM her hand 
to bis lllps, fell h|? heart tielight with 

tran^rt/^adbj^ that the c^Jedt of his 

■‘J tLfV liik i- A. 

love felt a rectoiocal ansction. 
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coufiq, Ihiaking, ^ tfcat by fayini' ihc 
ijiras ]|!lated tQ fu<!h a reipe^ble family 
as Mansfeidt, he (hould enfure her 
being regarded with" refpe£l. 

After fettling the neceflary preli¬ 
minaries relpei^ngiibe admittance of 
Eflella to the convent, Sig^mund took 
leave oC^|;|(e 'that he 

had her, which 

would, her from Ifeoburgh, 

^hde attentioiM he began to view with 
the eyes of jealoufy. „ 

Upon' arai^^ Jt the calHe, 
muhd fr«nd in the apart- 

ct ^ rfa<» 
intefrBI « 

the AlNe# of ,h|S(,,dUipoiiilH 
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Eftella no^fooner }»tteived Bigif- 
mund, than, turning towards him, (he 
exclaimed: 

“ My beft friend! have-you been 
fuccefsful? is there yet an afylum left 
me?" 


“ At the convent of St. Agnes, 
(anfwered Sigifmund,) I have procured 
for you the temporary refidence you 
require: the abbcfs ia willing "to re¬ 
ceive you, whenever you are defiwms 
of putting yourfelf under her pro- 
teilion.” 

. ** 'Pken I win go hrmt heasee to¬ 
morrow, (retorncd Efielht ;) how; nmch. 
am X indited to you for procrring 
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me ftich a refpedabte fitnation !’* “ And, 
no doubt, (interrupted Ifenburgh, who 
had fat in fallen filence from the 
entrance of Sigifmund,) no doubt you 
are more indebted to him for ena¬ 
bling you to quit thefe hated walls, 
and to zQ. without the advice and 
affiHance of one, who, though moft 
anxious to ferve you, has yet infpired 

you withr the mdft invincible diflike!” 

♦* Oh, heavens! Count Ifenburgh, 
(replied Eftella,) can you really fup~ 
pofe me fo ftq)erlatively ungrateful? 
"Do me more juftice, and, be affured 
I can never forget the favours you 
have bttltewed upon me; but, ii would 
be totally irtconfiflent with propriety, 
to reanaiii in y<^ odUe, for obvious 
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reafoas ; aa<l, whe^i j found in our laft 
converfation vipion this fubjedl,, that 
the generofity of your difpofition ren¬ 
dered you averfe to ray feelung any 
other afylum, was.it not natural I 
(hould accept the fervices of your 
friend, who, happily, entertained the 
fame opinions as myfelf?” 

Ifenburgh fighed,, 3nd.,W3s a few 
minute without at length, h^ 

cried ; 


“ But, Eilel^^, prpniife me ywt 
will not leave us.tomorrow. Surelf 
fuch a trifling reguefl you niay grant 
without breaking - through tWe 
<iious rute of which yoti.fecm ift ihui^ 
in fuch awe.” 
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“ I cannot comply, (anfwered 
Eftella;) I am rcfolved' to go to 
the convent early tomorrow morn¬ 
ing." 


“ With Sigifmund for your guide V' 
(enquired Ifenburghfarcaftically). “ Mod 
affuredly, (interrupted Sigifmund haf- 
tily;) after my converfation with tiie 
abbefs this morning, it will be abfo- 
Ivttely proper I thould place Eftella 
under her protedion." 

Eftella was embarrafled, and, turn- 
in| to Ifenburgb, ftie feemed prepar¬ 
ing to addrefs him, when darting an 
angry look* he cried, “Though I have 
not the honour of your confidence, 
though* it is not me you feled for 




66 


FUGITIVE OF 


the companion of your morning walks, 
you fhall, notwithftanding, find me a 
friend. In fpite of yourfelf, I will 
be ferviceablc to you; and when you 
(hall havfe proi'ed the fincerity of my 
difinterefted efteem, you will, perhaps, 
arraign yourfelf of ill-founded preju¬ 
dice in your unjuft and cruel aver- 
fion!” 

Witk thefe Words, Ifenburgh ab¬ 
ruptly quitted the room; and, haften’-r 
ing to his own, gave himfelf up to 
the contending paffions of love, rage 
and jealoufy. 

The paffion he entertained for Eftella 
had daily gained iocreafing ftrength j 
and nothing had prevented him from 
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avowing it to her, but the prefence 
of Sigifmund. 

In him, he beheld, not ot\ly a 
.rival, but a cenfor, whom he dreaded; 
confcious that his own intentions would 
not bear the fcrutiny of a man of 
honour. 

He had obferved a foftnefs in the 
manner of Eftella towards Sigifmund; 
and the tenor of her conduct fiiewed 
a preference towards him,, that filled 
the bofom of Ifenburgh with rcfent- 
nient and jealous rage. The pleafure 
he ufed to feel in Sigifmund’s company 
was gone, ^ difllike fucceeded, and he 
eagerly wifhed the time to arrive 
when ,he (hould return to Mansfeldt. 
To anticipate that event, be deter- 
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mined to caufe an anonymous ietlcr 
to be written to Baron Mansfeldt, 
informing him, that his fon had form¬ 
ed a dangerous connexion with an 
artful woman of intrigue, who was 
ufing every endeavour to feduce him 
into a clandeftine marriage, jnd would 
mofl: probably fiicceed, did not parental 
influence interfere, and fummons him 
back to Mansfeldt.” 

When Sigifmund Ihould be re¬ 
moved, Ifepburgh had no doubt but 
that his own plans would lucceed. 
Marriage with Efleiia had never en¬ 
tered his ideas; though aware of the 
purity of Sigifmund’s fentiments, he 
had cautioufly concealed his own from 
his obfervation ; and, apprehenfive of 

Ct 

engendering fufpicions in the breaft of 
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his friend, had repreffed every mark 
of particular attention in fiis prefence. 

The intended removal of Eflella 
to the ’convent of Si. Allies, angered, 
and difappointed him ; and he deter¬ 
mined to leave no flratagem untried to 
get her again into his jxiwer. 
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CHAP. VII. 


" — Well, do noj fwear, altho’ I joy in thee, 

I have no joy of this contrafi to night; 

It is too ra!h, too unadvis’d, too fudden. 

Too like the U^ditning which does ceafc to be 
Ere one can lay it ligbtent. 


THE following morning a fervant 
delivered a fealed billet to Eftella; 
and at the fame. time informed her, 
that Count Ifenburgh had quitted the 
caftle at fix o’clock that morning, but 
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had left orders that his equipage Qioulcl 
be ready at what hour flit; pleafed, to 
carry her according to her direcflions. 

She opened the note, and read as 
follows: 


“ TO ESTELLA. 

“ I leave you, Eftella, with the 
hope of being able to render you a 
fignal fervice: what my defign is, I 
will’not now unfold; nor (hall you 
again fee me, ualefe I am able to cffeiSl 
that, which, if it promotes your feli¬ 
city, may, in a mind like yours, in¬ 
duce. you, in future, to think favour¬ 
ably on 


“ IsENBORGH. 
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Eftella (hewed the note (he had 
received to» SigiCmund, immediately 
upon his entering the apartment. The 
rayfterious ftile in which it was written, 
occafioned them mutual furprize, nor 
could they form an idea of the defign 
to which he alluded, unlefs he had 
formed the romantic notion of difco- 
vering the fpot where Madame Vel- 
dcntz had fecreted herfelf. 

After fome time fpent in ufelefs 
conjefture, Eftella cxprefled her Vifh 
to depart for the convent, and bidding 
farewjsll to the caftle of Ifenburgh, fat 
out for Leipfic, accompanied by Sigif- 
mund, and attended by feveral do- 
meftics belonging to. Ifenburgh. 
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After introducing her to the abbefs 
as his coufin, and entreliting her par¬ 
ticular attention, Sigifniund befought 
EOella to give hint* five minutes coa- 
verfation alone in the parlour, wJien, 
throwing himl'elf at her feet, he ex¬ 
claimed : 

“ la complying with your withes, 
and placing you at this convent, think, 
Efiella, of the happinefs of whicli I 
deprive myfelf, accuftomed for this 
lafl happy month to the exlatic blits 
of your fociety! how fhall I c.xill,. de¬ 
prived of fuch felicity! Notwithlland- 
ing the fudden dei)arture of li'enburgli. 
I mean to remain at his catlle for 
forae time, (raoft probably till his 
return;) promife me, then, cicaretl 

VOL. I.—E 
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Eftella, that you will allow me to fee 

r 

you- every day. The relatiouftiip that 
the abbefs believes to exift between 
us, will authorife that ftep; and, in' 
time, may I venture to hope, you will 
give me a real and natural right to 
proted you?” 

Efiella would not attempt to con¬ 
ceal the pleafure the thould derive 
from Sigifraund’s vifils; and the trouble 
they each felt when the hour of part¬ 
ing arrived, was greatly foftened by 
the refledlion, that they tliould meet 
again on the following day. 

During ten days, Sigifmund regu¬ 
larly vifited Eftella at the convent; 
and, after each .vifit, found ^his love 
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and admiration increafe; not a day 
paffed l^t he difcovered in her fome 
new trait of fweetnefs* of temper, 
good underftanding, and a welUculti- 
vated mind: ■ hourly the became more 
dear to him, and hourly, did his own 
influence become more powerful over 
her mind. 

No intelligence arrived from Ifen- 
burgh ; and his abfcncc often gave rife 
to much aftonithment, and many cou- 
jecflures in the minds of Eftella and 
Sigifmuiid. 

Upon returning to a late dinner at 
the caflle, after having fpent the morn¬ 
ing with Eftella, Sigifmiind was fur- 
prifed .-yid aiflicled to find a letter from 

E 2 
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his father, commanding his inftant 
return home, without affigniiig any 
rcafon for the peremptory com¬ 
mand. 

SigifmuiKl felt inconceivable re- 
ludlance to obey this mandate, but his 
father’s orders were not to be difputed ; 
he determined, therefore, to fet off 
for Mansleldt in two days; and in the 
mean while, to exert all his influ¬ 
ence with Eftella, to engage her to 
agree to a private marriage previous to 
his departure. 

The following morning he repaired 
early to the convent of St. Agnes, and 
informing the abbels he had fomething 
of importance to coraraunicato. to Ef- 
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tclla from his father, was permitted to 
fee her alone in the parlour. 

7’he agitation of his manner im- 
. mediately betrayed to Ellclla, that 
fomething more than ufual had hap¬ 
pened; and Ihc gently inquired, if any 
news had reached him from Count 
Ifenburgh ? 

Sigifmund inftantly acquainted her 
with the real caufe of his diftrels; 
and concluded, with conjuring her, in 
the ftrongeft terms, to receive hi? 
/aith at the altar. In vain did Eftclia 
repeat her determination nevciF to ac¬ 
cept his hand in a claudelline manner; 
in vain did the aflTurc him of her 
cohvidt^on,' that engagements formed 
E 3 
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without the concurrence and fanflion 
of friends, were ultimately unhappy. 
Sisifmund’s arguments feemed to dC'j^ 
Tuc frelh force from oppofitibn; ani 
feekiog her hand, be folemnly f| 
neiier to releafe it till^&ie prof 
to unite herfelf to previoul^ 

his departure for Mans 



“ Oh, Eftella, (he added,) if you 
have no commiferation for my fuffer- 
ings, at any rate have fotne pity for 
yourfelf. Call to mind your friendlefs, 
dcferted flate: yet recolle<5t, that very 
llatc, though it ought fo infure the 
good will and prote<5tion of the world, 
on the contrary, render you more open 
to its malevolence! Circumtlanced as 
w^now aie, the little fervices, that I 
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may have been fo fortunate as to ftiew 
you, are ]ial;lc to inifreprefentation, 
and even to injure your reputation. 
Eager to fee you, and to enjoy the 
lapturous delight of your converfation, 
I have feized every moment that could 
afford me that h^ppinefs, witliout re¬ 
flecting, that tli^ malice of the envious 
and wicked, m%bt put the worfl con- 
ftruAions upon our friendfhi|). Let me, 
then, conjure yoti, dearefl Eflella, to 
receive my vows: I have prevailed 
upon a priclt, upon whom I can de¬ 
pend, to perform the ceremony this 
evening. I fhail become of age in 
fourteen months, till that period it will 
be very eafy to conceal our marriage; 
you can remain at this convent in the 
fame fituation as at preient; and, my 
E 4 
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intimacy with Ifenburgb, will natu¬ 
rally account for my being frequently 
in this neighbourhood; or, I can re¬ 
move you to a monaflery in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Mansfeldt, which ever is 
iiioft agreeable to you. Speak, then, 
dcareft Eftclla, and pronounce my 
doom ; you know not to what fatal 
A iolcnce a rejeflion of my offers may 
(iiive me!” 

Eftclla’s tears fell faft during the 
wliole of Sigifmund’s fpeech, in part 
convinced by his reafoning, and terri¬ 
fied at his' vehemence. Her refolu- 
tion gave way; and though Ihe yet 
continued filent, Sigifmtmd perceived, 
by her countenance, that his argu¬ 
ments would fuccccd; and, redoubling 
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}iis prayers and iritreatics, he at length 
extorted a promife fro^ the fearful 
Edeila, to join her fate to his that 
evening. 

After having procured this pro¬ 
mife, Sigifmund icenied to have at¬ 
tained the fummit of all happinefs. 
In proportion, however, as he grew 
animated and chearfiil, Eflella became 
gra^ c and dejedted ; but even that ap¬ 
pearance could not damp the fpirits 
of the delighted Sigifraund. 

After fume time fpent in arranging 
their future plans, it was agreed, that 
Eflella thould leave the convent that 
night, under pretence of viliting a 
friend newly arrived at Leipfic; that 
Sigifmu*nd Ihould meet her at the waii'- 
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of the convent, and condud her to 
the chapel, Adhere the prieft he had 
provided (hould be ready to unite 
them. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The pricft in milk white vcflmcnts clad, 

Perform’d the myftic nicj 
Love, lit the hallow’d torch that led 
To Hymen's chafte deltRht. 

Mrif MASKAK KQ\l» 


At the appointed hour, Eftella having 
fignified to the abbefs, that a parti¬ 
cular Mend defired to fee her that 
night, quitted the convent; and, full 
of fear and apprehenfion, baftened to 
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the fpot where Sigifraund was anxioufly 
cxpedting to irTeet Iter. 

The delight he manifellcd at 
their approaching union, infufcd a 
thort-lived pleafure in her bofom, 
but it was • a tranfitory I’enlation; 
and as they approached the chapel, 
her agitation was too powerful to 
el'cape the obfervation of Sigif. 
niund. 


“ Deareft Eftella, (he cried,) ba¬ 
il ilh thofe fears which are fo incon¬ 
ceivably diftreffing. Is not the happy 
man you thus honour with your choice, 
fenfible of the diftinclion you are ready 
to confer upon him? Are you not 

going to form the felicity of one who 

« 

loves you to aihiration ? And ftiall you 





not inture to yonrfelf a finccrc and 
faithful friend to whom your happiiici' 
is dearer thaii bis own exiflencc, and 
who can (belter you from thofe e\ils 
to which your unprotected innocencr; 
woidd expofe you? Smile then, dear 
Eftella, and let me hojK-, that this 
union, which rehders me the hayirhetl 
of mortals, docs not inercafe the vex¬ 
ations of which you have to com¬ 
plain !” 


“ Dear Sigifmund! (replied Ertel!a,) 
the flop I am about to take (o fully 
befpeaks my unbounded affeclion, that 
all proteftation on that fubje£t. would 
be iuperfluous; but, have I not caufe 
to be difpleal'ed with my own con¬ 
duct? Ought I to give way to that 
love tliat renders me thus implicit to 
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your wifhesV Ought I to confent to 
a marriage forrfted without the fau<5lion 
of your parents? Am I not bringing 
unhappinefs into a hitherto happy 
family, and rendering an obedient fon 
rcfratftory ? Alas! I am but too fen- 
fible of the impropriety of my condu<5l, 
and furcly that convixflion heightens 
my fault! but my love for you, Sigif- 
mund, renders every other confidera- 
tion puerile.” 

“ Banifh thefe ridiculous fears, my 
Eftella! (cried Sigifmund, eagerly in¬ 
terrupting her.) Pardon me, but they 
are devoid of all foundation: I fhall 
take the earlieft opportunity to inform 
i»y mother of pur union} and, through 
her mediation, I. have no doubt of 

obtainmg my father’s, fotgiveneis, 3od 
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even approbation. Be re-afliired, and 
think only of the happinefs you are 
going to confer upon your faithful Si- 
gifmuud!” 

Their arrival at the^ chapel pre¬ 
vented further difeourfe. 

The prieft, with another perfon, 
were already in expecflation of their 
appearance; and Sigifmund, leading 
his trembling bride to the altar, re¬ 
ceived thofe vows which He expeded 
flwuld render him the happieft of 
mankind. 

As foon as the ceremony was per¬ 
formed, Sigifmund, after liberally re¬ 
warding the priefl: and affiftant, re¬ 
quired* them to take the moft folemn 
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oaths of fecrefy, which, after having 
received, he,* with Eftella, quitted 
tlie rha|X'l, and repaired to apartments 
not far diftant; then taking Eflella’s 
hand, he cried, 

“ My deareft Eflclla, to induce 
you to agree to our union, upon whicii 
the whole happineE of my life de¬ 
pended, I made light, of my apprt;- 
heniions refpeding my father’s difpiea- 
furc! Pardon the deceit, which I 
fhould ncvei' have put in practice, but 
from the uncertainty, that, uniefs you 
was deceived in that particular, you 
never would epnfent to be mine. I 
will no longer conceal from you, that 
I am inconceivably alarmed, left he 
Ihould gain intelligence of this day’s 
tranfaiflion, previous to my gaining my 
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one and twentieth year; but it depends 
on you to remove my feSrs: givg me 
init a tblemn promife to conceal, even 
to deny, our marriage; and the pre¬ 
cautions I have taken, render it ini- 
poffible for it to be difcovered, till it 
Cuits me to difclofe it.” 

Eftella gently reproached Sigifmtind 
with having deceived her in fuch nn 
important circumftance, but the pro- 
mife of fecrefy Ihe mod chearfnlly 
gave; and tound herfelf, in the moil 
facred manner, to conceal their mar¬ 
riage, till he flrould permit her to re¬ 
veal it. 

“ But, indeed, Sigifmund, (die 
continued,) j'ou had no caufe to fup- 
pofe I (hould with to divulge it! to 
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whom, but to Madame Veldeiitz, could 

♦ 

you •think I fhoiild defire to entruft 

it? And, alas, I have no profpeifl of 

again feeing her! Ihe is, doubtlcfs, very 
* 

far uiftant from Leipfic!” 

“ It was of Ifenbargh, (atifwered 
Sigifmuud,) that I was apprehenfive; 
he will, probably, return to his caftle, 
before I am able to again quit Mans- 
feldt, (though I firaii hafiep to you 
with eager fo'lkitudehe will, then, 
doubtlefs, vifit you at this convent; 
and, notwithftanding the ffiendihip 
that once did, and the intimacy that 
ftiil fubfifts between us, I have many 
reafons for withholding all confidence 
from him. Was it not that my return 
to Mansfeldt was fo fuddenly com¬ 
manded by my father, I would have 
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fought a refidence for yon in a con¬ 
vent, fome diftancc from* hence; but 
that ftep is at prefent impoftibic: as 
to caufe your removal fiom hence 
without the greatefl fecrefy and cir- 
cumfpeflion, would be at once hazard¬ 
ing the difclofure of what it is fo 
neceffary to conceal. I muft carefully 
refrain from appearing much interefted 
concerning you; and, however con¬ 
trary to my wifties, allow you to re- 
maiu at St. Agnei, till I can effe<51 a 
feheme for rempvlng you, without be¬ 
ing, to appearance, concerned in your 
flight. If Ifenburgh Ihould return during 
my abfence, fee him but feidom, I 
entreat; and remember, always to 
fpeak of me with coolnefs and indiffer¬ 
ence. One reflexion, that confoles me 
in fome meafure at being thus con- 
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ftrained to quit you, is, that you cannot 
be removed* from St. Agnes againfi 
your inclination.” 
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CHAP. IX. 


O ladjr, weep no more, left I %ivc caufe 
'I'o Ije fufpedled of more tendcrncfs 
Than doth become a man I will remain 
The loysiieA hulband that did e'er plight troth. 

SKAXSI'F. M. 


WntN the hour fixed for Sigif- 
mund's departure apfrroached, hitella, 
who had till then, to tlic extort of 
her fortitude, repreffed unavailing re¬ 
grets, no longer could conceal her 
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grief. Her tears fell fall upon the 
flioulder of Sigifmund, who, nearly as 
much affli(5tcd as herfelf, attempted to 
alleviate her diftrefs: in vain he hid 
her look forward to the happy-days 
their re-union promifed! in vain he 
affired her, that no abfence could di- 
minilh his inviolable love! Eftclla 
feemed incapable of confolation ; and 
the exclamation of, “ Oh, Sigifmund, 
we part to meet ao raore!” the 
only fentence ihe could articulate. Her 
grief fo entirely overcame Sigifmund, 
that, when a fervant entered to announce 
the liorfes being in vi^aiting; lie thrunk 
from the unwelcome tidings, and, after 
ordering the fervant to depart, declared 
he could not quit Leipfic that day, 
but would rather hazard his father’s 
difpleafure, and the difcovery even of 
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his marriage, than leave EfteJIa in the 
(liftreffing ftate into whicU the profpefl 
of parting had thrown her. 

However delighted Eifella might 
feel for a few minutes at the rapturous 
idea of Sigifmnnd's protrafhng his flay 
at Leipfic, a Ihort time convinced her 
of the rifk and impropriety of iixiulg- 
ing prefent happinefs, to the dchruc- 
tion'of future feiicity ; and, aflTuniing 
all the refolutionr fhe poffciled, (he en¬ 
treated SigifoMiod to rolinqnifh the 
idea her weakni^fs had led him to 
adopt; and to perfift in his original 
plan, and commence his journey to 
Mansfeldt caftle that day. 

“ Whenever the diitreffng moment 
(honld arrive, dcareft Sigifmund, (Ihe 
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co.ntinued,) that (hould tear you fro^ 
nie, my lortvw would be as poignant 
as at this moment! nay, it yfould Jae 
aggravated by the refledion, that I 
had imiiiced you to ad in oppofition 
to your better judgment, and even 
rendered a difclofure of our union to 
be apprehended! Purfue, then, your 
firft intentions; quit Leipfic today; I 
will inllantly return to St. Agnes, and 
follen the grief that overpowers my 
bofom, by refle<^ig^»oti your vows of 
couftancy and "le^ i in nourilhing 
the I wcet hope, ' tl*at you will feizc 
eagerly the firft motaent to return to 
your affedionate Eftella." 

After fome time fpent in tender 
argument upon this fubjediv-^^iinmnd’s 

I 

wiflies gave way to the reafoning of 
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Eftella; and, with mutual vows of ever- 
laftin'g affedion, they took a forrow- 
ful farewell. Sigifraund mounting his 
horfe, rode flowly from the hotel; and 
pftella, with mournful Heps,’ repaired 
to the convent of St. Agnes. 
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* CHAP. X. 


Beti s'ode U niiianor, fi vede U folto. 
Ml risntm il QcUo nul (wdkar 


Three days after the iteparture of 
Sigifmund, as Eftdla was fitting in an 
alcove belonging to the convent gar¬ 
dens, her thoughts folely fixed upon 
t hgiftto r huAiand of her afiffedfions, and 
anncips^^iig. the moment t^t ihould 
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bring her intelligence from him, (he was 
fuddenly inforrapd, that'a gentleman 
detked earneftly to fjjeak with her in 
the parlour. 

A momentary dawn of pleafure 
rulbed over the mind of Eflella, in 
the imagery, that Sigifraund had pro¬ 
bably returned; but two moments re¬ 
flexion convinced her of the fallacy 
of her htqjes ; and the idea that Ijc:!- 
burgb was returned, and was the jjcrfon 
the'^expeXing- her, overwhelmed lier 
with chagrin. From Sigifmund’s man¬ 
ner in fpeafcing of his friend, the lead 
difccrniiig might perceive his mind 
was tinXured with jealoufy; to coii- 
verfe, therefore, in his abfence, witli 
Ifenburgh, was, to hei-, painful and 
diftrefling; yett it w’as impoflible the 
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could refufe to fee oiie to whom (he 
was under fo* many obligations; but to 
prevent the frequency of Ifenbufgh’s 
vifits, Ihe determined to tell him, that 
the abbefs ftrongly obje<5led to her. 
feeing gentlemen at the Convent, 
and that her fituation was too pre- 
cariijus to admit of her adting con¬ 
trary to the regulatioiM of the hoijfe. 

Upon entering. tfee parlour where 
Ifenburgh was fitting, in.^e Con¬ 
vent, the embarralfment of i^ftella 
was too powerful to permit her voice 
to welcome him. Her.amfu|ion was 
too evident to efcape his penetrating 
eyes; but, appearing not to obferve it, 
he expreffed himfelf in general terms, 
happy to fee her again, and to oblervc 
health fo vifibie in h«r countenance; 
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at the fame time apologizing for his 
bafty behaviour the laft* evening they 
bad been togetben 


“ But (continued he) though I am 
very ready to admit, my conduifl, that 
night fcarce merits forgivenefs, I am 
prefumptuous enough to hope that when 
you kubw the fuccefs that has attended 
my abrupt departure, you will grant me 
that pardon I fhould not otherwife dare 
to folidt^! 

“ Indeed, Count Ifenburgh (an- 
fwered Eftella) you do me iujufticc in 
fuppoting I have harboured the fmallcll 
refentment towards you.” 

“ .Then you deign to forgive me, 
(interrupted Ifenbutgh), even before 

F 3 
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you know that fuccefs has crowned my 
endeavours in yonr behalf. How grate¬ 
ful I ought to be, and how careful in 
rutiire, to retrain the natural impe- 
tuofity of my temper! iMit, before I 
begin an account, of my adventures, 
allow iSe to alk, have ytra feen 
Sigiftnund lately? Much to my fbrpi^ife 
and mortification, upon my arrival at 
home this morning, I found a letter 
from him to iignify, that a fnmraens 
iiom his father obliged his 
return to Mansfeldt Caftlef 'Can you 
tell me nehen be quitted Ifenbux^ ?’ 

At the ■«§■ Siglfmund*s 

name, the dbepeA crimfon fiulhed 
over the cheeks of Ei^lla, and as 
fuddenly gave way to ^ sooft alhy 
palenefs, when ftie c^ied, 
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I think it is four or five days 
fince he called here to bid me fare¬ 
well.” 


“ The focicty of Sigifinund is fo 
inefiimable to me (refumed Ifenburgh), 
that I am always difconcertedit at the 
privation; yet never, I think, did I 
feel his k>6 fo feverely, or fo ardently 
defire his prefence and advice as at this 
jun<5lure- 


“ I eonfidCT you, Eliella, as our 
joint wwdi por do I with to adt in any 
fliape refpedting yon without bis con¬ 
currences. I returned home this morn¬ 
ing in the full convidfion of finding 
hhn at the Caflie; I will acknowledge, 
that did not even think parental 
wilhes would have infit^nced him to 
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quit this neighbourhood in my abfeiii^, 
my furprife and difappointment were 
therefore equally great.” 

“ But, Count Ifenburgh, (cried , 
Eftella) you do not confider. that you 
are all ^is time exciting my qwrit^ty,. 
to know upon what fubjefl tb,^t can 
regard me, you wilhed to confult your 
friend!” 

“ I wiflied to prepare y og,' ^j(tepa, 
(returned Ifenburgh) for -a^^ece of 
intelligence, that, no doubt, will agitate 
you. Have you Cufficient t^folution 
to hear intelligence of an old friend ?” 

“ Oh! Count Ifenbutgh, ^replied 
Eftella, eagerly) for heaven’s fake ^ 
not trifle with. ipy kno^ 
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my little hiftory; you know I have but 
one frieiid; fay, then, ‘quickly, have 
you, by good fortune, gained intelligence 
of Madame Veldentz ?" 

“ Compofe yourfelf, EftcUa, or 1 
will t>6 filent for ever, |(fcfwcrcd 
Ifeubufgh)." 

“ Oh! I am calm enough to hear 
every thing (returned Ellella) ; do not 
torture with fuffjenfe ; 'tis your 
filence, albne, that agitates me.” 

“ Well, then, Eftella, (replied 
Ifenburgh) I have not only difeovered 
the fecret refidence of Madame Vcl- 
dente, but I have feen and difeourfed 
with it is only four days ago fince 
I quitted her babitatiem ?” 

F 5 
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“ Mofl: generous of men, (cried 
Eflella, falling* at the feet of Ifenburgh, 
in fpite of his efforts to prevent her^ 
words are inadequate to convey the 
feelings of ray grateful heart! you 
elevate ufie above myfelf! -what, fhall 
I agaii^^je my dear ^vernefi Ihall 
wc never part again r” 

“ 01\! Count Ifenburgh, may your 
unprecedented generofity reeeive the 
abundant rocorapenfe from h^igi^en; tihat 
it fo richly deferves!" 

“ You eflitnate too highly, that 
which proceeds from the raoft common 
feelings, (returned Ifehborgh, appar¬ 
ently confiifcd at the warmth of Eftella’a 
gratitude), everyone, in ottr'uni.'iances 
like myfelf, rauft ftnreJj* hav^ 
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iimilar ! But, Eftella, I have a letter 
for yoa; yet your agitafion is lo ex- 
celiive that I own I tremble to deliver it.” 

*'• Give it me, pray, give it me, 
(liaftily replied Eftella ); I am not 
agitate^ I am quite compofed.’*' 

Ifenburgh drew a letter from his 
pocket book, diretfled to Eftella, and 
after announcing to her that the- 
Sontseute'l^ld not be thoroughly agree- 
aUe, and conjuring her to fummons 
her refaiutitm, A:liven-d a letter into 
her hanck, and Ihet read as follows: 

TO ESTELLA 

“ My dear child, Haften to me, 
1^ me .«mbca«e you. and unfold the 
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myftery of your birth, whilft I am 
able ! what hive I not fuffered fince 
I was over perfuaded to abandon you! 
but the generous friend who has exerted 
himfelf in your behalf, will convey 
you to me, (Oh! that I was able to 
haften vftth him to you), you (hall then 
hear every myfierious part of my con- 
dud explained. 

“ A. V.EI.DENTZ.” 

“ Oh! let me fly to her (eXKlaimed^ 
Eftella, upon iinifhing the above), let 
me fly to her inftantly. Count Ifen« 
burgh, deign to dir^ me, you have 
aflfuredly promifed as niucll to my poor 
governefs, who, frmn her biliet, is iH, 
perhaps dying! And anlefs I fly to her 
inftantly, death will deprive pie of 
receiving her laft fighs I But, 
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what miracle did you difcover h<i 
abode ?” 

“ The moft feduious care would 
not, perhaps, have efFedled that difco- 
very, had not chance aided my en¬ 
deavours, (anfwered Ifenburgh.) I 
travelled near a fortnight, making 
every pofiible enquiry, at every vil¬ 
lage and town that promifed a glim¬ 
mering of fucceis: my efforts were fruit- 
lefs, till cme day, in paffing the gates 
of an antique caflle in a very remote 
•fituation, my horfe ftarthig at the fud- 
den appearance of feme poultry, threw 
me, and I remained, I know not how 
long, fenfelefs. Upon recovering my 
fenfes, I found mjfetf on a fofa, in 
A large and well-furnilhed room, and 
attended by two women, feemingly 
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domeftics j and from tbena leara^ 
that, alarmed' at my fituation yrbeu. 
thrown from my horfe, my attend¬ 
ants had rang at th^ bell» ajitl re- 
quefted atfvftance from th® caftle, which 
had been Uiftantly given. , Finding 
myfelf reftored by the cordials they 
bad adminiflered, I prepared to de¬ 
part, 6rft begging to fee the owner 
of the caftie, that 1 might return the 
thanks I owed for ray hofpitabJe treat¬ 
ment. I was anfwered, that tho lady 
of the caftie was toq ill to Jee any 
perfon ; I therefore commiffioned them 
to return my acknowledgments, beg¬ 
ging at the feme time to know the 
name of my benevolent entertainer 
and judge my fui^rife, at hearing that 
of Madame Veidenta, i^a^ that 

ms hoftefc was pp^bly the, very Ma- 
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daitie Veldentz that 1 was feeking, de¬ 
prived me for feme minutes of %»eech; 
but, recovering myfelf, I eagerly en¬ 
quired my informers, if Madame 
Veldentz: was newly arrived at that 
fpot? They were hlent, si\d looked at 
each other. 1 repeated my enquiries; 
they were yef filent: then tearing a 
leaf from ray pocket-book, I wrote, 
“ If Madame Veldentz wdthes to hear 
news of Ellella, a perfon in the caflie 
can give her interefting inforraalion.” 
I entreated the fenior of ray attend¬ 
ants to convey it to her miftrefs ; (he 
.obeyed, and in a few minutes returned 
with a mctlage' from Macrae Vel- 
dfentz, entreatinf to fee me inftantly. 
1 flew to her apartment, and found 
her inched, lupported by pilltfws, pk 
and emaciated i I briefly recounted 





112 


FUGITIVS OF 


to her my meeting with you, and its 
confequences f her agitation was really 
alarming, and, with many tears, ftie 
informed me, that (he had been wretch¬ 
ed liiice the day when fhe had been, 
induced to #quit you; that the bad 
hate of her health had alone prevented 
her frem herfelf feeking you; a vio¬ 
lent fever having attacked her very 
fhortly after her departure from the 
forcrt, but that (he had fent many 
perfons in fruitlcfs enquiries after you t 
and finilhed her fpeech, by moft ear- 
neftly adjuring ine to bring yon to 
her with all fpeed, left (he Ihould be 
fnatched from this world before (he 
could miake the confeiSon that hung: 
upon her lips, and which was foeftentia} 
to your bappinefs to learn 1 To render 
you more anxious to comply with her 
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wifhes, fhe wrote (though with great 
difficulty) the letter I .have already 
delivered to you.” “ Ob, let me go 
to her this inflant, (cried Eftella,) I 
.caanot reft till I have again beheld 
her 


“ Do not go till you have con- 
fulted Sigifmund, (replied Ifenburgh ;) 
might he not blame the precipitancy 
of your cohduA?” 

“ This is unkind. Count Ifenburgh, 
(returned Eftella,) all farcafm, at a time 
like this, Ihould be withheld; even 
if Sigifmund had a right to controu! 
my a<Stions, would he blame me for 
haftening to my firft friend, ia luch 
eircumftaBces?" 
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■ . . ■ " ■ ' . ^. . ' . V 

“ Oh, pardon me, Eftella, (anfwer- 
ed Ifenburgh,) I meant not to diftrefs 
you. I will, this inftant, order my 
travelling carriage, with a female fer- 
vant, to. attend you, and we will quit 
Lcipfic the moment you defere." 

“ This initant let ine cfepartl (cried 
Eflella,) I (hall not enjoy a moment's 
eafe till I commence the journey." 

Ifenburgh withdrew for a few mi¬ 
nutes, to give neceffary infhudlions to 
his fervants; biit prefently returning, 
announced to Eftella, his with to 
write to Sigifmund before their depar¬ 
ture, to inform him of the intelligence 
they had gained concerning Madame 
Veldentz. Eftella aflented to ,his ac- 
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quaintisig Sigifmund with the tidings; 
but declared, that, upon no confidera- 
tion could fhe permit him to put him- 
felf to the trouble of efcorting her. “ If 
you ane fo kind (added fhe) as to allow 
your carriage to-convey tne, it will 
be all that is necelTary, and much 
more than I have any right to ex- 
pcar 


“ And can ydb really fuppofc me 
fo negligent of you, Eftella ? (anfwcred 
Ifenburgh.) It is abfolutely neceflary 
that you have a proper guardian to 
conduiS you fo many leagues; and af- 
furedly, as you are circumftanced, no 
one is fo proper as myfelf. Do not, 
therefore, oppofe me in this inftance; 
bowev^ repugnant to my inclinations 
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to adl contrary to your withes,- I niuft 
be peremptory I” 

Eftella knew not what to reply. 
Ifenburgh’s manner fecmed rcloliitc 
and determined; (he had no longer 
courage to oppofe him; and the ex- 
tatic pleal’ure which fancy pi^ured ol 
beholding Madame Veklentz, rendered 
her almoft indifferent to the means 
that led to that delyed end; fhe was, 
therefore, filent, whilft the eyes ‘ ol 
Ifenbiirgh glirteiied with tranfport at 
the acqnicfcence. 

The Count then fea'ting himfelf 
at a table, (ignified his defign of writ¬ 
ing to his friend, and looking at Ef¬ 
tella, faid, 
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“ Do you not think it would be 
highly gratifying to Sigifmund, if you 
would condefcerid to fend him a few 
lines?” 


“ Would it be neceflary? (replied 
Eftella with foine hefitation.) Would 

there not be an imjiropriety-?” 

“ An impropriety! (re/umed Ifen- 
burgb,) you are really faflidious, Ertella! 
but, ferioufly, it^will be a fatisfadion 
to me, if you will addrefs a thort letter 
to him.” 

Eftella endeavoured to write, but 
the idea that Ifenhurgh would proba¬ 
bly view the letter, involved her in 
fo much emharraflTment, that the found 
Ijertelf unable to didate a tingle Ijne. 
She wiihed to write to Sigifraiyid con- 
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fidentially, but fo do fo was impoffible, 
whilft there was a probability that Ifen- 
burgli might behold her writing. Not 
knowing therefore how to ad, the fat 
playing with the pen, and twiftint' 
the paper, till (he perceived Ifenburgh 
was folding up his own packet; and 
the found of a carriage, driving into 
tlie court yard of the convent, which 
(he believed to be that that was to 
convey her from its walls, gave frefh 
force to her ideas, and (he haflily 
wrote •• 


“ TO SIGISMUND. 

“ Count Ifenburgh has, no doubt, 
explainedi the motives of my condudl, 
which, might otherwife, fubjedi me 'o 

a 

reprehenfion. As circumdances are. 
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you cannot blame me for accepting 
the lervic£s of that geRerous friend, 
and placing rayfeif under his pro¬ 
tection. 


“ Adieu.” 


Eflella had fctroe feiiihed her own 
little billet, when Ifenburgh put the 
letter he had juft written into her 
hand, and begg^ her to read over 
the contents: it confifted of an account 
finiilar to what he had already given 
of his journey, and unexpected meet¬ 
ing with Madame Veldentz, of the 
del' JiJiination ofEftella inftantly to fty 
to her governefs; and concluded with 
many regrets at Sigifraund’s unexpected 
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The carriage being ready, Eftella 
ha (lily took leave of the abbefs, (to 
whom Ifenburgh faid, he had related 
that intelligence from a very dear 
friend, occafioned her abrupt depar¬ 
ture ;) and giving her hand to Ifen¬ 
burgh, was feated in the chaife, which 
drove with rapid velocity from the 
convent, and they were foon many 
miles difiant from Leipfic. 
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CHAP. XL 


Frtelln ? what flrr angel hadift thou been, 

H bair rhy outward had been plac'd 
AVrnut tUc tUougliirs and counft ls of thy heart * 

But fare thee well^ moil foul, moil rhir \ iarcMrU; 
'I’Kou pure impiety^ nnd impious purity ' 

Foi thee I'U lock up all-^c gates ol l'>vc. 

And on niy eyelids ihiill eonjettuu hang. 

To turn all licauty into th oughts oi harm. 

And never ihali it more be gracious. 


A.FTER travelling, with uiulefcrib- 
alyiti celerity, on the evening of the 
'fourth (Jay from their quitting Leipfic. 


VOL. 1—G 
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Eftella, with Ifenburgh, arrived^ at a 
large antique •maniion, .infulated by an 
extenfive park. 

As (he approached the fpot wheie 
the expedled to behold the friend of 
her juvenile years, the feelings of Ef- 
teila became even painfully violent; 
and, when the cardage'flopped at the 
entrance to the caftle, hSr fehfes en¬ 
tirely forfook her, .^d ihe, was lifted 
into a large, but Gothic hall, devoid 
of motion. 

The domeftic -that had attended 
during their journey^,, affifted by Ifen- 
burgh, adminiftered * different aids to 
reftore her to life, and in a (hart time 
their eiSirts fucceeded j and the 
words (he uttered were, “ Whew is 
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Madame Veldentz? I conjure you, 
carry' me to her- inftantly 

“ Pardon me, Eftella, (cried Ifen- 
jxirgli,) but the intervietv muft not 
take place to oight^;' you are fatigued 
and haraffed by the length of your 
journey; and you already know Ma¬ 
dame Valdentz is an invalid. I'o 
meet, tSerefore, now, might he highiy 
prejudicial to both parties; and I en¬ 
treat you, . if not for your fake, ii’ 
you value the repofe and health of 
Madame Veldcnt*, to defifl from 
your intention of feeing her at pre- 
i'ent.” 

In vain Eflella reprefented, that 
tq'Vee J}tr would renovate the cn- 

c 2 
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feebled fpirits of her gox'ernefs, and, 
at the f%m^ time; diflipale her own 
unealinefs. 

Ifenburgh was firm and ohflinate; 
and, after, trying every argument to 
effedt her wi'fh, Eftella was at laft con- 
flrained to be fatisfied with bis pro- 
mile, that he would himftlf condud 
her to Madame Veldentz early on the 
following day. 

Ifenburgh thcili infilled upon carr^'- 
ing Eftclla to the banquet hall, where 
a magnificent fupper was prepared, but 
all his efforts to induce her to partake 
of it were fruitlefs; and, after fw-al- 

lowing fome weak winp and water, (he 

' - 1 ^ 

entreated the attendants of Ulriqye, 
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(the perfon who had accompanied her 
from Leipfic,) and begged' to retire to 
her apartment. 

She was conducted to a large and 
fuperbly furnithed room, in which, to 
her great fatisfa6lion, Ihe found a fmail 
pallet bed for* Ulrique,- placed adja¬ 
cent to the magnificent one deiiyned 
for herfelf; and, after commeiuiing 
herfelf to the proti^ion of Provideiuc, 
(notwithftanding the anxiety of ht r 
mind to behold Madame Veldentz,) 
fatigue fo entirely overpowered her, 
that fhe foon funk into fleep. 

The following morning Ihe did not 
awake, till Ulrique, itt a f^ft tone, 
acquainted her, that Count Ifeqburgh 

G 3 






126 


FtTOITIVE OF 


had fent a meflage, to requeft' her 
company to breakfaft. 

Eager to fee', in order to remind 
liim of his affuranoe of condbcling her 
to Madame- Veldentz, Eftella fprnng 
fiom the bed, and afljfted by her at¬ 
tendant, was foon drelTdB, when, pre¬ 
cipitately quitting her apartment, the 
hurried to that in which the expeded 
to find Ifenburgh. Upon entering^ it, 
Ifenb’urgh haftily arpfe, and conduc¬ 
ing her to a feat adjoining to his 
own, at the breakfaft table, - addrefled 
her in a ftrain of mingled gallantry 
and compliment, which both furprifed 
and vexed h&r. 

To check a mode of behatiour fo 
diftrefling to ho- feelings, •Eftella re- 
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plied to Wm with the moft frigid cool- 
nefs ; and, refufing the cup of choco¬ 
late he aOidtioufly offered to her, de- 
lired to be that inft^nt conduifled to 
•Madame V'eldent2’3 chamber, 

“ I have fuffwd myfelf fooliflily 
to be detained from feeing her too 
long, (fhe continued,) but no power 
thall prevent me from this inftant 
flying to her!” 

“ Madame Veldenjtz cannot fee yon 
to day, fair Eftella," (returned Ifeti- 
burgb, with provc4i.qg nonchalance.) 

Eftella, cafting a look replete with 
indignation upon- him, rofe ^from her 
feat, and hafteaed toward* the door: 

c 4> 
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ll'enburglx fprung forwards, and rudely 
flojiped her. 

“ We part not thns, (he cried,) 
the.time is now come when all fub- 
tcrfuge is unneceffary: , we will now 
come to an explanation.” 

“ Ah explanation! (retorted Eftella,) 
What explanation can be neceffary? 
Let go my arm. Count Ifenburgh; I 
will not be detained another inr 
flant!” 

Nay, hear me.” (replied Ifen- 
burgh, ftill holding her.) 

“ I confider -myfelf in Madame 
Veldentz's houfOt (resumed Fd^clla, 
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haughtily,) and look upon myfelf em- 

jiowcrcd to difndfs from it, thofe who 

demean tbemfelves with violence arid 

incivility towards me. Leave me,, 

therefore, this .moment. Count Ifen- 
• ^ ^ 

burgh, nor prefume again to apfjear in 
my prefence !’* 

“ Upon my word, my charming 
Edella, (aufwercd ■ Ifenburgh, laugh¬ 
ing,) I never could have beHe\'cd lo 
much Jpirit inhabited that feeming 
gentle bofom! You have certainly a 
mind to charm mp by thus difplaying 
a new character! ' and your fuccets is 
already confirmed in my heart.' ♦Va¬ 
riety is my idol; an eternal famc- 
nefs palls the imagination ; .hut the 
woman who is one moment diflolving 
o 
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ia langinlhing fofit€)efs, Jtad the next 
with ilvidf {iaffioti, blends 
two fuch delightful extremes, that 
h^r euipire over the foul mud be alike; 
boondtefe, and full of aiptnre !” 

“ I am willing tos believe, Count 
Ifenburgh, (replied Eflhlla, intimida¬ 
ted by the vehemence of his mapner,) 
that I have mifocMdlmed your inten¬ 
tions; kid that what ftartled me for 
a few moments, ‘fim^y arofe from the 
vivacity of yO^ t^pofition* Allow 
me, therefore, to leOk Madame Vel- 
dentz, and, be affured, I WiH never 
remember what has Juft paflfej,. but 
as the effuikms of ill-ju%ed pleafantry." 
“ There fpoke the g4tUJe Eftella! 
(exclaimed Ifenbm^,) but, ^t any 
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rate, it is my intcreft and defire to 
receive pardon. SeriouQy^ dearefi Ef- 
tella, I have been to Uame in hurry¬ 
ing on my explanation too rapidly! 

. but let the difcovery be ever fo im¬ 
portant, when it refts with <ne to un¬ 
fold, the tale tnuft be delivered in a 
plain, and, perhaps, abrupt manner; 
for long preftces, and tedious digref- 
fions, are my foul’s abhorrence.” 

To the point then! It k' im- 
poffible that you can known me 
the length of time you hare dopf, 
without perceiving the violent im- 
preflion you have made upon my heaiji! 
Yes; I will repeat that which you Al¬ 
ready know fo well; I lovo yop; widl 
an unqpnqucrable 
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Eftella fhuddered as Ifenburgh pro¬ 
nounced thef(» words; but, without 
feeming to obferve her emotions, he 
continued: 

“ Diftraded jealoufy* to per¬ 

ceive the preference your heart gave 
Sigifraund, and aware of the return 
your, love received from liim, I deter¬ 
mined, at all hazards, to Separate you r 
for which purpofe, I abfented m^felf 
from my callle to give colour to my 
intended, fclu^e; gave the rcquifite 
or<iers for this ihaniion being prepared 
to receive you; fabricated the ridicu¬ 
lous ftory of my finding ywr ancient 
governefs, (wltofe hand writing I found 
means to imitate, by fecreting the 
letter you Ihewed wfa^a -related your 
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ftory,) arid when the whole plot was 
laid, and the denoumeiJt alone want¬ 
ing, tranfported myfelf to St. Agnes, 
and fecured my prize! And nows El- 
teila, when I .remind you,, that you 
arc lolely ift my power, that Sigd- 
mund believes that you voluntarily ac¬ 
cepted my proteaion, it is furely fu- 
pcrfluous to add, that regret and anger 
cannot poffibly be of any fcrvice, but 
that both prudence arid iatereft ihould 
inftrua you to beftow that love I 
Iblicit. Over my arid fortune 

yriu reign abfolute fpWreigu! Speak 
but what you^ would derire your fel- 
tlcment to be, and I will even double 
your expcaations! Mylelf and for¬ 
tune are folely at your comm»rid J 
the moft affiduous love, will, I Imi** 
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in time, entitle me to a pre-eminent 
lhare in your aflfediona,” 

Ifenburgh would have proceeded, 
but the unhappy and deceived* Eftella, 
wrdught up to a pitch of undefcribable 
mifety at the develc^raent of the 
artifice that had entangled her in the 
net of her perftcutori funk motionlefs 
upom the fofa. Alarmed at her fituation, 
Ifenburgh furioufly rang the bell, and 
fummoning Ulrique, and the principal 
})art of hi# ^ijlpitle domeftlcs, ordered 
them to convey the fainting Eftelia 
to her ^ajjartmetit, and^ to u^e every 
metlKid to promote her recoVscry. 

Placed upon her bed, and afford-, 
ed every relief that iSmild be oHferedt 
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Eftella fpeedily recovered that fenfi- 
bility, of which horror .and grief had 
deprived* lier. 

Keenly alive to the frightful af- 
pei5t of her delliny, her tears and la¬ 
mentations, upon recovering her fcnfes, 
were unceating, and penetrated the 
hearts of her attendants with fyra- 
pathy. 

At the end of two hours, a mcf- 

* 

fage was delivered ffom Ifenburgh, 
requeuing to fee her!® Eftella, wlio 
had for a few moments af^ared 
more corapofed, upon hearing his iiV 
tention of intruding upm her, hnrft 
into ah increafed agony of tears, »s4 
conjured her attendants, in the moft 
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pathetic manner, at any rate, to delay 
the intended vilit. 

Softened by her grief, the women 
informed Ifenburgh, that Ihe was really 
t(X) ill to fee him ; and Ifenburgh, half 
diftraifted at the intelligeiice, reiterated 
his commands of unremitting' atten¬ 
tion, intermingling his orders with 
wild threats and extravagant pro- 
mi fes. 

For four days Ifenburgh was dif- 
fuaded from feeing Eftella; but, on 
the fifth, his impatience over-leaping 
every other confideratiori, he fent lier 
a peremptory meflage, figrirfying, that, 
untefs Ihe would deign to meet him 
in the breakfaft parlour, he would, in- 
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flantl)% forcibly obtain an audience 
in her drefling-room. 


Terrified and alarmed, Eftella re¬ 
paired’ to the breakfaft parlour, where 
(he (bund Ilcnbnrgh traverfiag the 
apartment in apparent agitation. 

“ Oh, Count Ifenburgh ! ((he ex¬ 
claimed,) for pity’s fake be merciful 
towards me! Serad me back to St. 
Agnes, I conjure you! The ailcclion 
with which you condefcenrl to honour 
me I never can return ; then eSafe to 
pcrfecute an unhappy creature, but're- 
ftorc her to the afykim where her 
perfon was Iheltered, and her wees 
alleviated.” “ This is not a feafon 
for nofifenfical intreaty; (anfwcred 
Ifenburgh.), Is it natural that, after 






138 


FUGITIVE OF 


the hazards I have run upon your 
account, I ftiould yield my prize be¬ 
fore I have been allowed, time fuf- 
ficient to gain your aflfe«5tions? But this 
is not the fubje<5l upon which I wifh‘ 
to difcourfe with you. I have this 
morning receLved letters from Sigif- 
mund; he is dangeroufly ill; your 
elopement feeras to have filled him 
with aftonjfhment ; but here is a letter 
addrefled to yourfelf. The contents, 
ufion my honour, are unknown to met 
perhaps, in that, he explains his feel¬ 
ings !” 

At thefe words, Ifebbni|^h pre- 
fented Eftella with a letter, dire^d 
to her in the hand writing of Sigif- 
XBund. Her agitation was for-a few 
minutes too vmiwit to permit her to 
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break the fealand her grief, upon 
{>6rufing the following* (hurt lines, 
was too ■ agonizing, to admit deferip- 
tion. 


“ TO ESTELLA. 

“ Upon firft perufing the bilkt 
you had the effrontery to write, 
which confirmed the heart-rending 
reports already conveyed to me, in a 
tranf[)ort of mental anguifh, I refol- 
ved never again to fee or remember 
you. 


“ The firft refolution I w'dl reli- 
giouDy keep; the latter, I will,^ fi>r 
this once, deviate from. ' To tell you, 
Eftella,* I renounce yop etemally, that 
no penit^ce ca# oi^aia ytsir pardon» 
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but your infamous feducer (hall yet 
find, I have an avenging arm'to re- 
drefs thofe wrongs with which he has 
eternally branded me. 

“ SiGISMUND MaNSFELDT.” 

Oh, merciful Providence! (exclaim¬ 
ed Eflella, wildly riling from her feat,) 
can nature bear this ftroke ! Is it not 
fiiflicient to be betrayed in the arts 
of fallhood' and treachery ; miift I, in 
addition, be cruelly upbraided ? ■ Let 
me go! Let me fly this inftant! I 
will fee Sigifmiind! I will convince 
him of niy innocence! Then confine 
me; kill me if you pleafe! , I will 
not repine, or ei^n morrauff” 

“ This is the wild rhapfody of 
unmeaning palEcm! . li'enbutgh, 
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forcibly leading her back to her feat.) 
Of what confcquence ft) you is the 
opinion of Sigifmmid? You arc not 
accountable to him for your adlions: 
.then why regard his puerile re¬ 
proaches? 

“ That Sigifmund loved you, I 
am not to learn: and,' though I yet 
conlider him as an ibfignificaht rival, 
I glory ill having torn you from him, 
and having fecured you even from 
his knowledge.” 

“ Ah, there you deceive yourfelf,. 
Count Ileuburgh; (returned Eftella,) 
Sigifmund' knows where I am; or, 
could he have fent me that diftrefiing 
letter ?" 
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“ Indeed, Eftella,^ he does- !■ 
(replied Ilenliurgh, with apparent ex¬ 
ultation,) Sigifmund has yet to learn 
the place of our concealment.”- 

“ Previous to quitting Leipfic, I 
difpatched to Mansfeldt a confidential 
fervant, with the letter you addreffcd 
to SigiJ'mund, »from St. Agnes; at the 
fame time conrmiffioning the man to 
announce, that you had accepted ray 
offers, placed yourfelf- under my pro¬ 
tection, and fct off with me for 
Arielheim ; (which is above two hun¬ 
dred and fifty leagues from the fpot 
where we are at prefent:) judge, 
then, how little Sigifmund-* knows of 
your real fituatlon; and, believe me, 
that, even if be were fdfficiegtly ro- 
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mantic to purfue us, months iniift elapfe 
before he could accomplhk his aim.” 

“ And what opinion do yon ex¬ 
pert me to entertain of you. Count 
Ifenburgii, when you daily unfold a 
freth fccne of wickednefs and diffimn- 
lation ^ (enquired Eflella, with all 
the firmneis fbe could aflhme.) Even 
had you been elicctued by me, the 
developemeut of fo much treachery 
and artifice, would render you for 
ever defpicable and odious to me!” 

“ Women always pardon what 
Aeir beauty occafions.” (Replied Ifen- 
btirgh carelgfsly.) 

“ Falfe, falfe aflfertionJ (anfwered 
Eflella, *emphaticaliy;) liut, in the 
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commencement of your difcourfe, you 
affirmed Sigjfmund to be ill; pray 
heaven that is not the cafe?" 

“ I repeat, he is dangeroufly ill, 
(cried Ifenburgh.) My fervant in¬ 
formed me the whole caftle was in 
confufion upon his account; ^le mo¬ 
ther in tears, the father fending ex- 
preffes to - all the dodlors in the dif- 
tridt. If you continue incredulous, I 

will call up Holfthin, and you fhall 

■ , V ^ 

yourfclf intei3«%ate Mlh," 

“ Oh, no, no! (cried Eftella, in 
undefcribablc agony,) the mesiare of 
my woes are now filled!" 

Suffocated; by her tears, fuHlifer ut¬ 
terance was denied' Efiella ; and Ifeo- 
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burgh, partly melted by her grief, 
reludlantly permitted her to retire to 
her own apartment. 



vofc. 










CtlAP XIL. 


No time Anil nfe theofite my memoay; 

No, I will live to be tlijr monument: 

Ah, in my heart Uum att imerr'dt there, diere, 

Thy dear refeiaMM» kiht eW ffit’d t 
My love, my Iwilt, my fc i l Nwl iat, iho’ loft! 

aoiKmava. 


The 


grief and' experi¬ 


enced by Eftdla, at tfee-.ftaastwi-end- 

ing ‘«iir'^^®pfn«in 

}^fy^'%er'vow (he 
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had plighted, added to the fretful 
idea that the was friendlefi^' and in 
'he potver of Ifeaburgh, was nearly 
loo much for her already exinmlied 
Irame to fuj^ft. 

Upon repairing to her apartment, 
(tbouglt fumxHided hft the women 
placed to attend her Iqr order 
of Ifenbut^') her ftinotr and lunen- 
tation knew no bounds. 

Throwing herlclf' upon a couch, 
^nd covering her face with a hand 
kerchief, die feettM fd&iuKble of the 
prefeiice of her attendants, and alive 
only to dic!<vh»tence hdf affiaSttoo. 

love of Stf^usd, 
was, to, kitk * hJaflipg that 
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attaciied , li^r > to Mfef*'' 'Sigifintmd, 
deard" fb‘''’h«r Cixifiene^^, and 

■whofe veeY aitger« 'ferved ' ilrat f<?> 
heightea her 'fiace -tit' de- 

monftrated' the Ms attach- 

tnent! 

yW'‘ tijii tt^iiiwtd .ehfiiai the 
bed of> ^bKtt«^‘^4>e!i#weid^'her faithlefs 
and crimihil^ltailid n'heltfmiel deftiny 
feemed to fcMhid any method ojf . ex¬ 
culpating h^elf, and Hying from the 
hateful tyranny ctf Ifenhaegh.'. 

Yhe ccmtinuane^, of her extreme 
grief f^thed to fof^t "the^^hdbm of 
(her pdndpal avahting-'nro- 
riftn,}*? ydio^emieavoutt^ to «wlio«ite 

was 

W dnt^y tyeohahM ijo liftea to the 
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common conddiogs of pity, iEnd, for 
foine Ii0uf«i her, l^rs were uisabatlng, 
and'‘. the nsme of Sigitetnid K9«W 
invduntarily efistpe. her lips, 
panied by the loofi i^thutk' lameiita> 
tiona. till a gleaca of hope dawned 
over her.mind, that, cddd flie obtain 
the frkndSdp'i of' Mfv-' ahbn^apt, <he 
might, prdmhiy, ifarf^hv-her tmens, 
effedt her efmpe fisom*„|ber power of 
Ifen burgh. 


Reanimated' by this idea, ' Eileila 
tefiihed the moft lively ^grahitade for 


the attcattions td UUique, and .lifted 

a viSkHie prefer«|»«e '** 


aftertimeit when i 


to pisevaH .tqam hm^jto. f%iw 1 m»’ 


(leprefentiBg^^fti* if#» 

and hHl#b8en4ll»h«t^ to..,the..4;3ldet 




pvm’Tmm mf 


ISO 


Hf ■ ctoseit I ibe wae 

grieved' ai®** (»■ ‘find 

Ut^We iiAelled to < b«r pLMtd<‘ 

ings, and dhaily to pn)%eft her dwiy to 
Count Ifenboigh would not pertnfit 
her td' aft itt oj^j^tkio. to tki* vdil. 

Nbtwithfltoi^i^ tbm 

lad interview'iawl occafliwsd to Eftdia, 
IfehlJ&tg^, ^SiSiSi^f fbsMng 

hinlfel^-Ihto hdr ptolfeneet tiHnetimto 

parniin^ Bis paffion kt* thfi^wioft: livdf 
arid "&^an&S- cdbiM 6 ,'W ^eiSi endear 
vouririg^ intitoidateite By threatta. 


At tsfe '^’'4*1^)^ as 

irt^t«- Wi^'eMtie6£i 


a ' I 

from KgllllMilid, al^‘ 

prayers to hwave®, to «<fotd Iter an 





ta 




Ul 


opfKxrtanky «f cteaiiag A«£felC ,tS> Mm, 
Ifenburg^ |be|;^ 

meat, «jd, f««tiag by. 

criedi 


** I have jaft rccMved aa^ea£uit 
tidings; Efldia, I (hall exptA joa ta 
join in my dithyla." 


Eftella raifed ^«r horn 
paper (he was reading, and fixed them, 
for a few mimitea, re|Mfi|i»diefidly upon 
Ifenbur^, then agam turned 

them upon the dear, thouj^cmM letter. 


Ifeohur^ tmikmed. •* Z tlux^, 
EfieUft, you ■wowW not haye JWen ^ua 

indifiietent tb.what tfdaMd td 

gilhnaifl?^ 
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Sigiteiait; {eag«4y) efxclaimed 

hare^ you Weajrd ^i&oro Sigif- 

unittd?" 


Ifenburgh viewed her for forae 
ihituites tin . <fiiefice{ "itbe malignancy 
that-'teamed' from bis^eyes, terrified 
and confcmdedRimrj^ tfor fajme time 
they both rmtiracd at length 

Ifenbuirgh ' 

I 'iSsf to alarm; you^ the lively 
intereft you fo projfefe for my 

poor friend, renders me apprehenfive 
that the fad event i (have to unfold 
may oveiftewer ymiiijjwirjfedlings;’’! 



cerQed, (replied JfeBbur^)^ ands^BMr 
agitation adds to lay trouble. Poor 
Sigifmund*’— 

“ Is dead! (IWriekedEflellai itrahooft 
breathlefs a^ony); ytwf iiwmls, your 
looks, et^Sry thing !” 

“ ’Tis too true, ‘ (ti^irercd Ifett- 
burgh); I have loft the beloved com¬ 
panion of' my- chihftiood, Valued 
Jriend of mv riper years.” 

The grief and diftrelii of' Eftella 
at thi8''mffiMlii%''‘4ut^igdin4«, '<‘X>>ea|4y ‘ 
amninted* td diStiiiftioft. Tfee ptefenc*, 
of IffeohiA^* ■ iwa4 
IttedNi'to Hid 
H 5 





«n 4 uUeeed mv&j 
didbtt. 


Far from foftened by b«r didx«&$ 
Ifet^ui^h obferved her with gloomy, 
aog^ and it wi« <ill her pallid 
chfltdc. .and half cU^ ayes, feenied 
to declare netf fm0^, that 

he hmuiaeaed ^|he .,a^^nee of her 
i^ojnen, .0eit: .e^a^e cemfigned 

her, with the &n&e0i injiua^itBU that Ihe 
ftemid receive every care and attention. 


Ihjring. feyefal day»;,i^t a vhdent 
Aver feemed to threaAo, ultimately, 
tlwiitb ef^£fieUa«^fl^l||plb#t 4(ppeared 

pfarda«pfMca«Sntiy m ^ Hjjtj c^am 
W a<5oiri«g ahnell 
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mMBfeittiitily viamie eaquiries tpeiuiem<> 
ing her. aod every iaftafit ttUenMl’^^d^ 
dire<!lions for procuriog an increilB of 
raedical sdvice. 

On the fifth her iUoefti. the 

principal {^yfidan, ivho atUuukd« 
deliveted it u his 4^pittiea« that her 
'Complaint filWKiBcbed 'the taifis, and 
that her l^ntgth'wofild fiuL, at the 
importaat suanent. 

DiftrstAed at the information, 
Ifeoinugh avOdly exeiaimad» 


** Sftye her and cMnnauad my 
mmUrneii ^Tia akaic, tM am her 
nHuiAeMiFi <Oh»> nnst^Ehl PfovhhaMce, 

And, 
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in* fpite of ev«ry effort to *d«*ain 
him, he 'htfcsd into sof 

Effelia. 

A prrtfound filence reigned; he 
approached the bed? Eftella lay en¬ 
tranced in a deep Seep;.the carna¬ 
tion of her was ffed; a lily 

paienefs fprfead over hei-''cbontenarice, 
yet was her beahty as eminently con- 
fpicuous as at the firft moment he had 
behdd her! 

Sorrow and conlpuiuffich overwhelm¬ 
ed him, and, kneeling by her bed fide, 
he fotemnly vow«l,' if her Ilffe was 
fpired,'*^ to ^ the ' 

h‘ad'^hed,^'’b|tV hofitltntbife*^^!*- 









Wbe# foteed from the^fick'Chiia^ 
berV'-itiief > of;-lfen{Mti^ ->feemed 

to derive increaEng flrength: 
fome moibeots, foothed the phyilciane, 
and proQiifed, that could they reftore 
Edelia, their rfewards (hould ^ h<Hind- 
lefs; at other*, tbreateped them with 
the nooft rigorous piD^BuDqpt ia cafe 
of her dUiohttioit. 

The natuml good conftitution Ef- 
tella poOeffcd, once -raore befriended 
her; and, contrary to the expeAation 
of her.,,attendant, her. dlnefe took a 
fudden and favourabJe tura 

■i^|ie' joy of^ **** 

heeo 

vehetdent; atni INm* attood- 
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lats, as well as nurl^, were laden 
with acknowledgments, both pecutuary 
and perfonaL 
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CHAP. XIIL 


- • — 'WhJit envious ftieiks 

t>a lace the fevering clouds in yonder Eitt t 
tNighC’s candles are burnt out, and jocund day 
Stands tiptoe on the mifly mountains’ tops. 

1 muft be sane—- 


XhOUGH health was refiored to 
EAdhi, the oontiQued a prey to the nw^ 
tonDes()ing difquietude; grief, for the 
lofe of SigtiiQtmd, preyed tqKMi her 
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mind, and the honourable intentions 
that Ifcuburgli avowed, filled her with 
chagrin and terror. 

Had file never known Sigifniund, 
her fentiments and difpofition were 
fo oppofite to thofo of ifenburgh, 
that it would have been impolfible 
for hei voluntarily to have confeiited 
to a union, notwithflanding his rank 
and fortune. 

What then were her fenfations, 
whilft idolizing the memory of her 
hufband, and refolu’tely determining 
never to enter into a fecond engage¬ 
ment ; upon refleding that flie ifras in 
the poww of a violent and oveFbear- 
ing man, the Have of hia paifions, 
who imagined, that,' in offering mar- 
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riage, ]>e extenuated e^cry previous 
caufc of often ce; and whofe propo- 
fali, though (he refolved never to ac¬ 
cept, (he yet trembled at the confe- 
quences of refuting. 

To fty from the caftle, and place 
herfelf under the protection of the 
Baronefs Mansfeldt, was the fuminit 
of her defires. Sigifraund had always 
painted his mother in fuch amiable 
colours, that, though unknown, (he ex¬ 
perienced for her an undefcribable'love 
and veneration: yet the remembrance 
of the folemn promife with which 
(he had bound herfelf to Sigifmund, 
never to difclofe their union, pre¬ 
cluded every idea of claiming her 
protection,' any otherwife, than as a 
friendlefs and unprotected female; but 
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the charaflef ftie ha^ bean] of tbe 
Baronefs ibr benevolence and good- 
nefs, induced her to hope fhe Ihould 
not folicit in vain. 

The idea was, doubtleis, romS'ntic; 
but Eftella was very young, iaexpe- 
tienced and friendlefs; and, at the 
fmalleft (hadovr of hope, ihe eagerly 
grafped. 

But to efifed an efcape from the 
power of Ifenburgh, feemed almoft im* 
pra( 5 licabie. She was conftantly watch¬ 
ed throughout the day-time, and at 
night, Ulrique flept in her chamber, 
yet difficulty could not baaith the 
idea from her mind; and whilft, to 
lull the fufpicions of Ifenburgh and 
hia domelUcs, (be appeared more calm 
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and refigned than fince her refi- 
dence at the caftle, (he was revolving 
fiefh fchetnes \o efcape from it for 
ever. 

Ifenburgh, in the mean while, en¬ 
deavoured to diffipate the vifible me¬ 
lancholy of Eftella, by unremitting at¬ 
tention, and to engage her a®s£lk>n 
by the moft artful and infinuating con- 
diwfl; but though apprehenfive of irri¬ 
tating him, flie attempted to conceal 
the averfion he had incited; in fpite 
of her efforts, her diflike was fo ap- 
iJtiretrt, it wa* frequently. difficult to 
him to refrain from giving vent to 
his anger, and reproaching her with 
the coldnefs with which ftie liflened 
to his pfoieftatiom of affie^jon* 
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Eftella ^lad fuffidently recovered 
from her illnefs to walk in the air. 
Attended by Ulrique, and' another 
female fervant, fhe had taken a. long 
walk in the extenfive gardens belong¬ 
ing to the caftle, (the lofty walls and 
iron ^tes of which feemed to extin- 
guifh every hope Ihe had cherilhed of 
cfcaping.) when Ifenburgh fuddenly 
appeared before her. 

Exercife had reftored the rofes to 

her cheeks that illnefs had diffipated, 

« 

and never had (he. appeared fo lovely 
in the eyes of Ifenburgh, as at that 
inftant. He ordered the women to 
retire, and then foftening his manner, 
addreffed Eftella, informing her, with 
many expreflSons of tepderfiefs, that 
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tlie prieft wgs arrived, and that he 
flattered himfelf, as her health was 
fo vifibijr reftored, the would confent 
to their union taking place that even¬ 
ing, or the following morning. 

Eftella turned pale. “ It cannot 
be this evening; (the faultering faid,) 
it is impoffible!" 

“ Tomorrow, then, dearetl Eftella, 
(returned Ifenburgh,) and we will then 
quit this fpot, and vifit fome of my 
diftant eftates. Travelling will be fer- 
viceable to your health.” 

Eftella derived courage from the 
mildnefs the perceived in ifenburgh’s 


manner. 
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“ CouDit Ifpnburgh, (Ihe exclaim¬ 
ed,) I caaaiot permit you to nourilh 
the i^a, that I can erver unite my 
deftiny to yours! By defiring it,' you 
do me infinite honour, and I am 
grateful for your intentions; but ob- 
ftacles, that never can be removed, 
oppefe fuch a marriages and, be af- 
fured, you have now heard my final 
refolution!" 

Ifaiburgh couhi not omceal hk 
difpleafure at this declaration t he de¬ 
manded to know the that ac¬ 

tuated her refits and made ide of. 
every poffible argument to induce her 
to comply with his prepofefe, or to 
difclofe the canfe of their wjeflSon. 
Eftelia was immovables. and the ao^ 
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and difaj^mtment of Ifenburgh en- 
creafed. 

“ Tomorrow, (he added, vehe¬ 
mently,) the chapef will be prepared 
for our nujpftials, and the prieft in 
re»dincfs to heap eur vows; difpofe 
yourfelf, therefore, EftcMa, to meet 
me at the altar, and become my wife 
by ihcKnafioft. The otfcr never thall 
be again repeat^: if, tberdbre, it is 
not willmgfy accepted, compulfen (hall 
make you my mitlrefsi Vou now 
know the alternative r decide as you 
think proper, but I will no longer be 
trifled with f- 

With tifefe wo}-^, Ifonburgb 
ted shI, terrified and con- 
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founded, fhe was recondudled to her 
apartment. 

The remaining part of the day 
was paffed by Eftella' in endeavour^ 
ing to efcape from the detefted poiyer 
of Ifenburgh, previous to the time 
he had appointed for their nuptials. 

She travwfed the long fuite of 
rooms appropriated for her ufe, and 
again examined, if the thick bars of 
iron which Ifenburgh had taken the 
precaution to fix on the outfide of 
the windows, could be removed by 
an effort of violence. ‘They refilled 
all her attempts; and, fearful the 
might be obferved making the endea¬ 
vour, the returned to the joom in 
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which ftie had, Ulrique and Ger¬ 
trude. 

Upon entering the apartment, the 
found them mqiacking fomt, large 
trunks, and taking from- 'hem fonic 
rich, and elegantly fancied dfeffes. 

“ Obferve, iny dear lady, (cried 
Ulrique,) what beautiful,deaths Count 
Ifenburgh has ordered- for you I'h^y 
are but this inftatjt arrived; he wilhed 
to furprife you!” 

“ They are very haudfome, (re¬ 
turned Eftella, coldly,) but they are 
not for me." 

“ Qh, yes, indeed, tny lady, but 
they are* all for you'; (ajalwered Ul- 

VOL. I—1 
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rique,) which will j'oti pleafe to fclcdl 
for tomorrow*? This, white and fil- 
ver, would, I think, become you, and 
be very fuitable.” 

Eftella fhook her head, and was 
filent; iin the mean time, her at¬ 
tendants, delighted at viewing the 
fplendid attire, continued taking the 
different dreffes from the chefls, and 
fpreading them . upon the chairs and 
fofas- 


“ Well, now, (continued Ulrique,) 
this is furprifing! If here is not an 
entire mourning robe! Who could 
haye fuppofed that any one could be 
fo ridiculous to mingle Hack with 
bridal finery!” 
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EflcHa, from the time the had heard 
the afflicting intelligence'of Sigifraitind’s 
-death, had ardently defired to Ihew 
her refpeA for his memory by wearing 
mourning; but, circuraftanccd as flie 
then was, to obtain a black drefs, was 
irapoffible, and (he had had no other 
means of evincing her inclinatron, than 
by refraining from wearing colours, and 
girding a black ribbon round her 
waift; the fight, therefore, of the 
black robe, renewed all her wifhes, 
and even determined her' to over¬ 
come her fcrufdes of accepting a pre- 
fent from Ilenburgh; and, much to 
the allonilhment of UIrwjue and Ger-' 
trude, (he defired them to prepare 
that robe for her wearing the follow¬ 
ing morping. 




172 FUGITIVE of' 

Night came, but brought with it 
no hopes^ of * flying from Ifenbiirgh. 
Eflella went mburrifuHy to bed; fleep- 
was a flranger to her eye-lids? her 
anxiety incrcal'ed with every fucceed- 
ing hour which the great clock be¬ 
longing to the caftle announced. 

At length ' morning dawned, and 
the clock tolled five! Eflella ftarted 
from her bed:-' one great effort was 
neceffary; if Ihe failed, could ftie be 
more wretched than at that period V 
If (he fhould fucceed!-—• 

The probability of fudeefs reaiti- 
mated her courage: fhe foftly opened 
the chrtaiiis of the bed in which Ul- 
rique flept, and perceived her in a 
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profound tleep. Cautioufly , clofmg 
them, (be commenced deeffing herfelf 
vrith (repidalion. 1'1)C box, contain¬ 
ing the mourning robe was in the 
liambcr. Eftella could not refitl the 
temiitation, but, opening tlie lid, look 
oat the drel's, and haflily wrapjjcd 
herfelf in its drapery., 

A large pelife belonging to Ul- 
rique being near the bottom of her 
bed, with a projetSing bonnet, made 
in the manner of the country people, 
ftruck Eftella's eyes, and the idea 
fiafhed acrofs her imagination, that 
envelofffid in them, (as her figure bore 
fome 'Tefemblance to that of her at¬ 
tendant,) (he might efcape deteftion, 
fhould ^Ihe chance to meet any of the 
fervants of the calUer 
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Takiog, therefore, her purfe, and 
dividing the little fum it contained, 
file put one half with the part of' 
her wardrobe, too heavy to be re¬ 
moved by her own hands, and, with 
u ptney, (iircided them for Ulriejue, 
as a coropenfation for taking her bon¬ 
net and pelifet then haftily folding 
licrfclf in the latter, and pulling the 
bonnet completely over her face, fire 
took the fmall bundle of her cloaths 
that remained m her hand, and, with 
undefcribable anxiety, made an effort 
to open the door of her chamber. 

A weighty bar of iron was j^aeed 
acrofs tte door, in addition' to a 
ftrong double lock that feftened it. 
Efiella , cantioufty removed the bar; 
though heavy, it'.produced iw founds 
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but, wlien with trembling fingers flie 
turned the key, .which* fecured the 
h>ck, k teemed to tmip with t’uch 
^■ioternre, that her heart funk within 
her, and flu- remained a few minutes, 
inotionlefs, with fear and terror. 

Every thing, however, remained 
quiet in the apartment, and Eftella, 
reco\ ering her fpirits, foftly clofed tlic 
door, and defeended the great flair- 
cafe. Though the walked with the 
lightncfs of a fylph, yet her fol't flops 
re-echoed upon the large Gothic flairs 
upon which the trod: her fears eu- 
crealed every iuftant; every found 
feemed* to indicate purfuit; and, when 
arrived at the entrance of the hall, 
the was forced, for a few minutesj to 
grafp a pillar for fupport! 
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Diftant voices convinced her the 
inferior fervaifts had rifen, and, upon 
gaining the outward hall, her jny was- 
extreme, at perceiving the grand en¬ 
trance door open! 

She defeended thh ftone fteps that 
conduced into the park ; and, with the 
utinoft fpeed, walked down the avenue 
of oaks whichopened into the high road. 

At the extremity of the walk was 
placed a lodge, kejjt by a woman, 
formclly a fervant in the family, and, 
who now received a fraall penfion 
from Ifenburgh for the trouble of at¬ 
tending the gale, 

EfleHa’s apprehenfiotfs Onefeafed as 
flie approached that fpot, but trufting 
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to Ulrique’s habit, and pulling her 
bonnet yet more over • her face, the 
walkqd on with tolerable compofure. 

Two little children were playing 
near the gate. Upon feeing her ad¬ 
vance, they ran. into the lodge to 
fetch tlie key from their mother, and 
fpeedily returning, and unlocking the 
door, curtefied to Eflelk as the paffed; 
the eldeft faying, 

“Good morning, Miftreft Ulrique; 
I fuppofe you are going to the 
fair r” 

“..Yes, (anfwered Eftella, fcarct 
knowing what Ihe uttered; and, at 
the .fame time, throwing forae fma^l 
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money to the little enquirer and his 
brother.”) 

The children gratefiiHy returned 
their innocent thanks; and Eltel}a, 
quickening her pace, hurried down 
the road, every moment dreading and 
expefting purfuit. 

In lefs than a quarter of an hour, 
her apprehenfions increafed, with hear¬ 
ing voices, and the found of wheels 
approaching! Her heart beat thick, 
and refpiration nearly failed her,^when 
the caufe of her alarm appeared in 
fight, and proved to be a fmall cart, 
full of m^n, women and children, in 
their hediday cloaths, fingihg, laughing, 
and talking. Her fears gave way upon 
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perceiving them, and the driver of 
the cart addrefled her as*he approach¬ 
ed, with, 

“ If you are going to the fair, 
young woman, I have jtifl one feat 
to fpare, and will carry you for a 
trifle r” 


Eftella joyfully accented this pro- 
pofal; and though /he knew not to 
what fair they were going, or where 
/he /hould be carried, willingly af- 
cended the vehicls* 

The mirth and good humour which 
feemed to reign in the little circle, 
though /he did not partake of, yet 
diffufed ,3 traniStory pleafure over the 
mind of Eileila, vriip gathered from 
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their converfation, that the fair to 
which they '^ere deftined, was held 
at Mindleheim, and about two leagues 
from thence. 

Her companions, too much occu¬ 
pied with the idea of the pleafure 
they thould enjoy, to obferve the con- 
fufion and embarraffment of Eflclla, 
fuffered her- to remain fileut and un¬ 
noticed; and after travelling about an 
hour and a half, which, to the agi¬ 
tated c f Eftella, feemed an age, the 
vehicle flopped at a^fmall inn in the 
fuburbs of the town of Mindleheim. 

Eftella, not knowing what ftep 
next to take, and whofe mind was 
bewildered with, anxiety, mechanically 
defeended from the conveyance, and. 
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after fatisfying the driver for his trou¬ 
ble, remained alone in *1110 court-yard 
of the inn, her travelling companions 
having, with one accord, hallily re¬ 
paired to the fpot on which was held 
the fair. 

The rattling of a carriage aroufed 
her in foine incafure from her re¬ 
verie ; (he retreated a few paces, and 
a coach, of general conveyance, drove 
up to the door, to take up pafTen- 
gers. 


An elderly woman, of prepofleffing 
appearance, delfcended from the Heps 
of the inn door, and approached the 
coach, when, feeing Eftella, and con- 
eluding from her drefe, and the bun- 
die (he held in Her hand, that fhe 
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was a fellow-traveller, addreffed her 
with much civility. The coachman 
joining in the miftakc, intreated Ef- 
tella to follow the lady; and Eftella, 
in whofe mind the idea of flying 
from Ifcnburgh was alone predomi¬ 
nant, waited not for a fecoud invita- 
tion: and, rvithoiit knowing to what 
fix»t the coach was dcflined, or con- 
fidcring any thing but that the might 
probably baffle the purfujt the judged 
would be made after her, placed her- 
felf in the coach, which immediately 
let forwards, with a velocity nearly 
equal to her withes; and the was, in a 
few hours, many leagues diftant from 

Mindieheitn. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


foHtary blcffing few can find? 

Our joys, with tliofc wc love, arc interwifv*ci: 

And he, whofe Jiclpful lenticrncfe removes 

Th^ d>ftru^^ing thorn which wOtmdit the bresA he lovei. 

Smooths not another's rugjbd patii alone^ 

Dut fcattm rofes to adorn his own. 

MttS KAMMAK MOtS* 


The. coach in which Efteiia tra¬ 
velled, happened to take up no other 
paffenger; fhe was therefore alone, 
with the woman who had, in fome 
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CHAP. XV. 


Then, while her lovely eyes with forrows flow, 

5!he half reveals the ftory of her woe: 

'I he gen'Ic dame her tale with pity hears, 

^’ighs back her grief, and anfwets tears with tears. 

HOoat’s Tssse, 


. ■■ Bfc UVH — i " 


The fecond evening after their de¬ 
parture from Mindleheim, Eftella, whh 
Mrs. Steinfdrt, arrived at Piljen, Mrs. 
Stein fort defired to be convened di- 
re< 5 lly to the caftle of Stralzi, .adding, 
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that her prcfence mud be much re¬ 
quired there, as the Marquis and Mar- 
chionefs Rofenhaim were either arri¬ 
ved, or hourly expefled, and confc- 
quently the caftle would be full of 
guefls. 

Edella’s heart funk within her as 
they approached the fplendid manfion 
of Stralzi; and looking at Mrs. Stein- 
fort with eyes fwimming in tears, faid 

“ I ought to thank you foi youi 
many attentions, Madam, before we 
leparatc. Alas! what will now become 
of me!" 

Tears impeded further utterance. 
Mrs. Stemfort regarded her a few mi¬ 
nutes in filence ; then, taking her hand, 

K 5 ■ 
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faid; “ I cannot endure the thoughts 
of leaving fo ^oung a woman unpro¬ 
tected. Will you place yourl'elf under 
my care for this night? I can infure 
you, for that period, an afylum in the 
raflle: in the morning, I will men¬ 
tion your hillo! y to the Baronet's ; and, 
if vuu have related the truth, I think, 

I may rtntuic to promife you her 
protection.” 

The joy and gratitude of Eftella 
.u the kind offer of Mrs. Steinfort, was 
pcrfedly without bounds; and the en- 
(eied the cattle of Stralzi in a date of 
liaiipincfs the had not experienced for 
many mouths. 

I'he following morning, agreeably 
to her promile, Mrs. Steinfort acquaint- 
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e(il the Baroncl's with the lingular chance 
of her meeting with Eflella ; of the 
favourable opinion fhc had infi>irod her 
with ; ami of the liberty Ibc had taken, 
in bringing her for one night to the 
callle. 


Alter liearing Mrs. Stcinfbrfs re- 

« 

cital, which the good woman lenclercd 
very minute, by enlarging upon the 
mod (rifling ciicuinflances, the Haron- 
el» declaring the felt an uiRoinmon 
pr(. pofrelllon in her favour, detired 
Mrs Steinfort to conduct her to her 
apartment, a command Mrs. Steinfort 
obeyed with alacrity. 

Eltclia, though delighted at the 
fuminons, yet fell much embarralTtal 
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at the idea of prefeiiting lierfelf to 
the Baronefs, but refolved; if inferro- 
^gatcd, to relate every occurrence of 
her life, the event of her marriage 
alone excepted; and that important 
circuraftance, ihe held herfelf not at 
liberty to divulge, in ronfcquence of 
‘lie facred promife Ihe .had given io 
Sigilinund to conceal it. 

Notwithftanding the encouraging 
afTuranccs of Mn. Steinfort, that Ba- 
loncfs Stralzi felt much difpofed in liei 
favour, Eflella’s agitation was fo ex- 
ceffive upon entering the apartment of 
the Baronefs, that her trembling limbs 
alraofl refufed to fupport her. Mrs. 
Steinfort, as foon as (he had prefented 
her to the Lady, withdrew; azid Ef- 
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tclia, finking at the feet of the Ba- 
* 

ronefs, pathetically entreated her pity 
and protcclion. 

The Baronefs, though {irepart d by 
Mi^. Steinturt for the appearance of 
rouih and extreme beauty, was yet 
dazzled by the bewitching lovelincfs 
:>! Ellella, wliom, railing from the 
gtound. and placing on the lofa by her 
nde. the encouraged by the moll affable 
behaviour, and promifed, if ihe needed 
any office of friendHiip, to befriend 
h' l to the extent of her power. 

I’he mtcrefting and innocent man¬ 
ner in which Eftella uttered the gra¬ 
titude of her heart, encreafed the pre- 
podeffion and admiration of the Ba- 
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Eftella was endowed by nature with 
the moft engaging addrlfs, and capti- 
j'ating manner; and, as thefe qualities 
were the gifts of nature, unaffiftcd by 
art, fo they feldom failed of interelt- 
ing thofe Ihe addrefled in lier favour. 

The Baronefs, after fome (oni erfa- 
tion, in which the fuavity of her be- 
liaviour in fome moafure diniinilhed 
the dilfidence of her juvenile com¬ 
panion, exprclfed a wilh to know by 
what lingular circurallance fo young 
a creature fttould be thrown deftitute 
and li ieudlefs on the world ? 

“ For (added Ihe) Mrs^ 'Steinfort 
informs me, you have told her, that 
you have not a liugl§ friend in exift- 
cnce 
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EiUlla, with teai-s, repeated (he 
melancholy affurance; and, agreeable 
to the refolution the had fbnned, fig- 
iiified to the Baronefs, that, it it would 
not be intruding too much upon her 
time, the would relate- the incident.s 
of' her life. 

The Baronefs teftified an eagei 
detirc to hear her narrative; and, 
after a thort time, Ettella faithfully 
related every eircumftance of her early 
life; the lingular manner in which 
Madame Veldcntz ke{>t her fecluded 
in the torelt near Colditz, and of the 
unaccoimtablc departure of her got'er- 
iieftj not concealing the letter whicli 
informed her, that the Abbel's ot St. 
Clare was prepared to receive her: 
her fliglit from their cottage to clcaftc 
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the Abbefs, with the chimerical hope 
of overtaking Madame Veldentz.” 

When Eftella approached that part 
of her hiftory that related to her firft 
feeing Sigifmund, grief at his remem¬ 
brance, and confution at the idea that 
fhe muft fiipprefs the circumdances of 
her life that related to him, aimjft 
overpowered her, and articulation was, 
for a few moments, fufpended. 

The Baronefs, who folely imputed 
her diforder to confufion at the recol- 
JciTtion of her difobedicnce to the in- 
jimiftions of her governefs, endeavoured 
to comfort her; and Eftella, with fome 
difficulty, proceeded to relate her meet¬ 
ing with Count Ifenburgh in the foreft; 
of his conveying her to his caftle near 
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ColcJitz, and her illnef's and confine¬ 
ment there; of her appIHration to tlie 
Abbefs of St. Clare, and diflrefs at 
being refufed admittance to the c-on- 
vent : and her then gaining an afyluin 
in that of St. Agnes. 

She then proceeded to relate the 
artifice by which Ifenburgh had en- 
fnared her from the convent; and of 
his fubfequent condudl whilil in Ins 
power, at his caftle, near Mindleheim ; 
and concluded, with an exafl detail 
of her fortunate cfcape, and ftill more 
fortunate meeting with Mrs. Steinfort, 
which had been the means of intro 
ducing her to the Baronefs Stralzi 

When Eflella had concluded her 
flory, the Baronefs, •affedted by her 
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fiirtcrings, an;] foAcntci by Iht apj'a- 

icnl candour, thanked licr lor tin; 

( 

confidence (he liad repofeci, and pro- 
I'.iifcd lo render her c^’cry fcr\ ice in 
her power; at the lame time flie could 
not Ibrbc.ar from pointing out to El- 
tella, tliat her diftrefiTes hat! arifen 
from her own fm[>rudencc:; and that, 
from difobedience to the injuniftions 
of Madame Veldentz, her fubfequent 
mi^Jbrtuncs folely originated! 

“ To be deprived in fo fudden and 
extraordinary a manner oiT your pro- 
tcdiefs, (added tbe Baronets,) was a 
heavy affli;^ion, and required the ex¬ 
ertion of all your fortitude; but, from 
your knowledge of the eharader of 
your friend, you,ought to have been 
convinced that her reafons for quitting 
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VOII were not to be controverted; and 
l)iat, even could you have overtaken 
her in h^r flight, you would ha\r 
only added to her diflrcli; and, after 
all, the fcparatiou mijl have taken 
place. 

“ If Madame Veldcalz acted I'roin 
good principles, the would have heen 
firm; if, from bad ones', you would, 
depend upon it, have found her hn- 
placahk! I do not mean to ditlrefs 
you; but are you aware of all the, 
confcquenccs attendant upon the rc- 
jeflion of the Abhefs of St. Clare to 
receive you in the convent V’’ 

“ My condudl admits of no extenu¬ 
ation.” (Returned Eftella, weeping.) 
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“ Yes; your youth and inexperi¬ 
ence are, in fdme meafure, palliatives; 
^nd you have even fuffered" beyond 
your indifcretion, (replied the Ba- 
roncls;) but, it appears from your 
ftory, that the idea has never occurred 
to you, that it is alone in the con¬ 
vent of St. Clare, that you can ever 
hope to hear intelligence of Madame 
Veldentz; for, as the fuppofes you in 
that retirement, if, at any. future pe¬ 
riod the is induced to feek you, will 
not that naturally be the place of her 
enquiry ?” 


“ The refletftion has too often 
wounded me. Madam, (anfwered Ef- 
tella ;) though I muft own I am hope- 
lets, as to her ever attempting t7 feek 
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me! But what can I do? The Ab- 
befs, prejudiced againft itic, has refufeci 
me admittance ; and what fliall I gain 
by frefli application, but a contumelious 
refulul! Neverthelef’s, if it is your 
Ladyfliip’s advice, I Aill make the 
attempt 

“ I would advife, that, at any late 
you make enquiries rcfix'cling your 
friend, (replied the Baronefs,) who, 
it h .pojjible* though not very probable, 
may have written to you at the con¬ 
vent.” 


“ I dare not hope for Inch good 
fortune ! (exclaimed Eftella ;) yet, de¬ 
pend upon it, my Lady, I will follow 
your advice.” 
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“ Then write to the Abbefs, in., 
the coiirfe "of a. few days, (rejoined 
the Baronefs;) inform her, that you 
are, at prefent, under ray prote(5\ion; 
and, fo far from defiring your admit¬ 
tance into the convmnt, I do not in¬ 
tend to part with you; but retjueft 
to hear any intelligence the may 
have to communicate refpedting Ma¬ 
dame Veldentz. I will alfo write 
to lier, and inclofe your letter in my 
packet.” 

Eflella expreffed her gratitude and 
thanks for the kindnefs of the Baron- 
el.?, in the moft affedling manner; and 
fell fo {iowsftully, the force of her 
gooduels, that the moft painful regret 
overwhelmed her at having been forced 




riiK FoRFsr. 21.-) 

{(> act will) towards, fo ap¬ 

parently, an amia!)le woninn ; and. 
while, feemingly difclofing the wli()i|^ 
of her hiftory, conctajing fuch a })i hi- 
ci])al event as her rtaarriage! 

She felt moft fevercly, that o/c 
deviation from truth, introduces a re¬ 
petition of falfehoods; and deeply re¬ 
gretted, t!)at, hurried on by patTion, 
(he had ever yielded confent to a 
clandeftine union, wljicb had neccl- 
fitatcd her to promife fuch inviolable 
fecrefy; the memory of Sigifmund 
was dearer to her than ever; and (he 
reproached herfelf with ha\ ing been 
the caufe of fuch an affdfiiortate Coif's 
difolx-dience to his parents; and pain¬ 
ted, .VI her imagination, the difirefs 
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and remorfe he muft have endured 
upon his de^th bed, whilft receiving 
the tendereft parental attentions, at the 
reflection, that he had committed an 
aftion he dared not to avow! 

As thefe affliding images paffed 
over the mind of Eftella, her counte¬ 
nance imbibed the melancholy call of 
her ideas, and appeared fo afFedingly 
forrowful, that the Barotiefs, who was 
attentively obferving her, felt almoft 
overpowered with pity and commife- 
ration; and, taking her hand as flie 
fat by her fide, affured her, in the 
kindefl manner, of her future friendthip; 
and Eftella, fmiling through her tears, 
endeavoured to thVnw afide the gloomy, 
and entertain more cheerful ideas. 

t 
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1 he entrance of Bjiron Straizi in- 
icrrupted their converfation ; and, •arf«'i 
l;a\ ing been introduced' to him by tln\ 
llaronefs, as a young perfon of wlioin 
flic ha^ taken charge, Eficlla withtlicw 
to hei' own apaitment. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Then pilgrim turn, thy caret ^rego» 

All earth born cares are wrongi 
Man wants but little here below, • 

Nor wants that little long. 

•OISSMITH. 


Baroness straizi was naturally 
amiable and good-tempered; but ro¬ 
mantic and credulous to an extreme. 
Married at a very early jwriod to a 
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mail confiderably older, than herfclf, 
wlio indulged her in every inclina¬ 
tion and caprice, (he gave way, with¬ 
out fcruple, to the predominant turn 
of her mind; and to be beautiful, in- 
terejluig, and unfortunate, was a furc 
criterion to obtain her aid, fympatliy 
and frieudfhip. 

Notwithftanding the innumeiahlc 
deceptions that were prailifed upon 
her, and (he variety of difap})oint- 
ments (he experienced, Baronefs Stral- 
zi perfifted iii cheriflilng the illufioii, 
and allowing herfelf to be folely 
governed by the impulfe of the mo¬ 
ment, a failing that was particularly 
'favourable to Eltella, whofe beautiful 
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figure, and romantic hiftory, at once 
excited a confiderabler mtereft in her 
bofom. 

The Baron, who faw ’with pain' 
the ferious vexations that the fudden 
and violent friendihips of his lady 
frequently produced, lifitened but cold¬ 
ly to the encomiums beftowed by her 
on Eftella, after (he had withdrawn; 
and could fcarce forbear frpm hinting 
his doubts, as to the truth of her 
fiory, which Speared to. him ftrange 
and iirtprobable. 

Compiaifance, however, tp the 
Baronefs, cquftramed him to filence 
upon that fubjeA; and he contented 
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hirafelf with obferving, Ait he hoped 
her new friend would not difappoint 
her expe^ations. 

The Baron, though thus niidriid- 
ful of the innocent Eftella, wanted 
neither goodnefe- of lieart, nor libe¬ 
rality of fentiment; he was, on the 
contrary, one of the worthieft and 
beft of men; and, to his urbanity- 
and philanthropy, the Baronels was 
greatly indebted for the high cha- 
radter given of. her by Mrs. Stein- 
fort; for, as Ihe never, eppofed any 
fcheme of benevolehce he might; a- 
dopt, he, in return, generally bc- 
ftowed upon her the merit of the 
a<flion. 
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Very contrary to the wiflies of 
Eflella, Baroneifs Stralzi, to evince 
licr regard,* infifted ufioii her joining, 
the family at dinner. 

U{.K)n entering the dining hall, 
flte found, befidej the Baron, (to 
whom (he had been prefented in the 
morning,) his ypungeft fop, Lord Pa- 
lamede, and the Marquis and Mar- 
chionefs Rofeniiaitti. 

Lord Palahrede, in’ whofe praife 
Mrs. Sleiiifort had been fo lavifli, 
fully equalled the defeription given 
him as to e!®terhal appearance, and 
feemed fenfible ;.|nd %reeable in his 


manners. 
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I’hc Marquis Rofenhaim had an 
auiicnly jn his countenance,, and 
'lautfcur in his converfation,; that 
infpired Eftella with a degree of awe 
(hat was even painful*; but, whatever 
tlifagreeable fenfation? (he might feel 
wlien addre(Ted by him, the mild 
affability of the Marchioaefs more than 
recompeafedr 

This charming woman appeared 
to Eftella, not to be more than four 
or five and thtoy years old; but, 
from fome converfatioii thS(t took place 
betwixt her and the - B«n&nef|, * (he 
afterwards concluded to be fome years 
older. 

She was tall, graceful, and beau- 
L 4 
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tifully formed; and fo captivating in 
her manner, lhat Eftella, from the 
moment (he beheld her, felt eager to 
obtain her notice and regard. 

In confidering her countenance, 
it (truck Eftella as bearing a ftrong 
affinity to fome one fhe had feen 
before; but to whom Ihe epuid not 
recollect. 

The Marchionefs, though, in ge¬ 
neral, unlike the Barpnefs, in refpe<5l 

* 

to fudden attachments, yet felt incon- 
oeivably charmed with Eftella; and,, 
thqggh* (he upon firft hearing 

the ,hiftory, .mfccr blamed the Bafo- 
nefb’s ..credulity,* in taking the young 
Creature under her plht^ion ieforf 
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(be had written to the ^bbefe of the 
convent of St. Clare, and made en¬ 
quiries concerning her, after feeing 
and converiing with her, (he found it 
impoflibie to condemn the prediledion 
of the Baronefs. 

Notwithftanding the kind atten¬ 
tions of the Marchionefs and Baronefs, 
the pdlitenefs of Palamede, and the 
hofpitaiity of the Baron, Eftclla felt 
conftrained in a fbciety fo new to 
her, and eageriy embraced a hint 
given by the Baronefs, that probably 
(he had not recovered the fatigue of 
her journey, to retire her own 
apartment. 

She ,had no retired, than 

I. 4 
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(he became the general to^c of con- 
verfation. 

The Bai-onefs was warm, even to 

♦ 

enthufiafm in her praife! The Mar- 
chionefs admired her artlefs mannars, 
and the extreme modefty Ihe.poffeffed: 
the Baron exclaimed, the wxs the 
prettieft girl he had ever fecnand 
the Maiqnis faid, “ Ihc would be a 
compleat beautyi, had her figdre but 
more dignity;” 

But the perfon who was moll hlent on 
t|se fnbjeiJl, felt, perhaps, a warmer inter- 
eft, and more lively curiofity, coacern^ 
Eftella, than any one in compimy.*. 


Palamede had not fpokien a fyHa^r 
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the room, yet his thoughts we/e fo 
fixed upon her, that he had fcarce 
heard a fentence of the convetfetion 
that had pafled.. 

Eftella had not been many mi¬ 
nutes In her chamber, when feme 
gentle taps at the door preluded the 
appearance of Mrs. Steinfort. 

“ Well, my dear young Lady, 
(cried the upon entering Jthe apart¬ 
ment,) I may now congratulate you 
upon having fccured a fafe and com*- 
fortable afylum! I afihgB' you* I 
rejoiced at your good ^fortune. And 
how do you like my Lady and the ' 
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Baron? Are they not a worthy cou¬ 
ple ?” 

EHella uttered every grateful ex- 
preflioii her heart CQuld diiflate, to 
Mrs. Steinfort, for her introdufllon j 
and bellowed the warmeft encomiums 

In 

upon the Baron and Baronefs,* parti¬ 
cularly. upon the latter; and then 
enquired, if the Marquis and Mar- 
chionefs Rofenhaim were related to the 
family? 

“ Yes,,, {replied Mrs. Steinfort;) 
the Marchionefs. is my Lady’s own 
lifter. ‘ Is ihe not a charming woman, 
Mifs Eftella? To look- af ber^ wb& 
wfl^ild foppofo'lhe'hkd powiit up'diil- 
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drenlt Yet fuch is the fi£t. Her 
daughtes was married a few'months 
lago to Count Altenburgh; and her fon 
is at prefent travelling, and our Lord 
Friburgh is hi^ companion. We ex- 
pedl them back in about two months 
time ; and, till then, the Mar¬ 
quis and Marchionefs will remain 
here." 

“ The Marchionefs is, indeed, a 
lovely woman, (returned Eftella,) 
’life irapoffible to behold her without 
feeling both love and admiration!" 

“ And the Counteis, her daugh¬ 
ter, » juft fuch another fweet crea¬ 
ture! (rejoined Mra. Steinfort.) Ob, 
’tis a charming family, • MUs Eftella, 
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except the Marquis—but mum, for 
that! I do not love to rail, or elfe 
I could tell you a. few anecdotes con¬ 
cerning him that would not encreafe 
your good opinion!” 

“ Why, it is an unpleafant taik 
to dwell .upon the failings of man¬ 
kind !” (Anfwered Eftella.) 

, “ It is indeed. Mil's! (returned 
Mrs. Steinfort.) And thertifore 1 do 
not love to fpeak concerning the Mar- 
quis.” 

Then enquiring of Eftclia, if the 
had every th;ng ftie defired; or, if 
!he Ihould fend a female fervant to 
rttend her; * and being afliired in 
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fcpJy, that fhc wanted ,no afliftance, 
Mrs. Steinfort retired with many ex- 
preflions of kindnefs and good will. 

Eflclla, when left alone, found 
it impoftible to clofe her eyes. 'I'he 
Orange manner in which fhc had 
efcapc'd the power of ifenhurgh, and 
the flattering hope that the had fe- 
c'ured jwwcrful friends and protedors, 
overpowered her mind with joy. 

Then the viciffitudes fhe had ex- 
jicricnced during the laft fix months 
of her, life crowded upon her ima*. 
gination; and laftly, the tender re- 
coltedion of her beloved Sigifmul^d* 
and the infupportable idea, that he 
died ia the conviction of her faife* 
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hood, torture<l*her with unfpeakable 
anguiflj; and it was not till the 
apptmch of day-light that fleep fet¬ 
tled upon her eye-lids, and lulled her 
to a temporary repofe^ 














